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Advertiſement. 


HE pamphlet mentioned in the title is 
called A Word to the Hutchinſonians. It 
may be queſtioned by many, whether that pam- 
phlet, either for the matter it contains, or the 
manner in which it is written, deſerves ſo much 
notice, as is here taken of it. But the author 
| thought it afforded an opportunity of ſetting the 
world right in ſeveral points relating to the per- 
ſons concerned, and ſtating their real ſentiments ; 
which perhaps may make this Apology of ſome 
uſe, when the pamphlet that occaſioned it is at 
reſt, b 
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AN 


APOLOGY, &c.. 


I is obſerved of Mr. Hooker by the author 
of his life, that one of the ſharpeſt things 
that ever fell from his pen in. controver- 
ſy was the following reproof of his adver- 

fary — © Your next argument (ſays he to him) 

< conſiſts of raihng, and reaſons. To your rail- 
 «;ng I ſay nothing, to your reaſons 1 ſay what 

follows. This Sentence I am obliged to a- 
dopt as a rule of my conduct upon the preſent 
occaſion ; the author I am now concerned with 
having mixed with his arguments a great deal of 
bitterneſs and abuſe, which muſt do as little 
credit to himſelf, as they can do ſervice to his 
cauſe. He gives us to underſtand, p. 37. that 
he is in full expectation of being heartily abuſed 
in return ; tho' how this would in any ſort juſti- 
fy him, it may not be ſo eaſy to determine. But 


l have no occa/in for that kind of artillery, and 
have beſides learned a leſſon, which he ſeems as 
yet a ſtranger to, that the wrath of man worketh 
not the righteouſneſs of God. Therefore in the 
words of the excellent Hooker — © To his rail- 
« zng 1 tay nothing, to his Kaen I ay what fol- 
2 * lows.” | 


an 1 


a 


But firſt I muſt beg leave to take notice 
of the name Hutchinſonian, an appellation 
frequently beſtowed upon me by this author, 
who, p. 15. ſuppoſes « Mr. Wetherell would 
« fake it ill, if he was not complimented as one 
« of Mr. Hutchinſon's diſciples.” What reaſon 
he had for ſuppoſing ſo, I cannot tell, ſince 
neither Mr. Wetherell, or myſelf, or any of our 
acquaintance defire to be complimented as the dif» 

* of any man. Not that we are nullius ad. 
Ci jurare in verba magiſtri, for one is our maſe 
ter, even Chriſt, We are members of Tas. 
CHURCH, Which from the firſt has always glo- 
ried in the name of Chri/tian, as expreſſing her 
unity with Chriſt, and in that of carbolic, as diſ- . 
tinguiſhing her from all claſſes and clans of he- 
retics. That we have read Mr. Hutchinſon's 
books is certain ; and if his adverſaries had done 
the ſame, many of their objections had never 
been made. That we think ourſelves obliged to 


him for ſome excellent interpretations of ſcrip- 


ture, is likewiſe certain. If the gentleman will 
confute any of them, we will give them up. If 
he will confute the whole, the whole ſhall be 
given up. But is it not hard meaſure, that when 
a clergyman only preaches the doctrines, . and 


enforces the duties of Chriſtianity from the Scrip- 


tures, his character ſhall be blaſted, and himſelf 
rendered odious, by the force of a name, which, 
in ſuch caſes, always ſignifies what the impoſers 
pleaſe to mean, and the people to hate. There 
are many names of this ki 


ind now in vogue, If 
a man preaches Chriſt, that he is the end of the 
| | law 


EF] 
law, and the fulneſs of the Goſpel = © You need 
ce not mind him, he is a Hutchinſoman.” If he 
mentions the aſſiſtance and direction of the Holy 
Spirit, with the neceſſity of prayer, morttfica- 
tion, and taking up the croſs — © O, he is a Me- 


 «pbodift?” If he talks of the divine right of E- 


piſcopacy, and the power of the Keys, with a word 
concerning the danger of ſchiſmi — © Juſt going 
ce over to Popery /” And if he teaches paſſive o- 
bedience to King George — © you may depend 
ce upon it, he is a Pretender's man.” The truth 
of the matter is, many things may be ridiculed 
under falſe titles, which it would not be quite 
ſo decent to laugh at under their true ones ; as 
an affront may be ſafely put upon a perſon in 
maſquerade, which would produce a duel, if of- 
fered to him in proprid perſond. But thro' evil 
report and good report lies the road of a Chriſtian. 
For a deceiver he muſt be content to paſs, till a 
reſurrection to immortality ſhall demonſtrate him 
to be none, and 20:/dom be juſtified of all her children. 
As to our being a /e#, or ſchiſmatical combi- 
nation of ſeparatiſts from other Church of Eng- 
land Chriſtians, we do moſt ſincerely diſavow 
the name and the thing ; being fully perſuaded 
of the neceſſity of being in the unity of the 
church, to obtain ſalvation. In the communion 
of the church of England therefore we intend to 
die. To every zealous friend and promoter of 
the intereſt of Chriſt, the Scriptures, and the 
Church, we are ready chearfully and joyfully to 
give the right hand of fellowſhip, whether he 
reads Mr. Hutchinſon, or not; tho we _— 
; „ we 
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but eſteem it our duty humbly and meekly to 


recommend to others, what has been of ſervice 
to us, in our ſearches after divine knowlege. If 
we are found fault with, for not mixing ſo 
much with the wwor/d, as ſome chuſe to do, and 
not ſpending our time as the world does, we can 
only ſay, that-it is written — Be not conformed 


to this world; that life is ſhort, and time pre- 


cious ; and that the hours we kill here, will riſe 
with us from the dead, and attend us, as our 
accuſers, to the judgment ſeat. — But there is 
an end to be ſerved likewiſe by repreſenting us 
as a ſect, for then the imprudences of ſome (and 
where among the ſons of men ſhall we find an 
exemption from imprudences?) are charged up- 
on the party. As therefore we diſclaim the no- 
tion of any ſect, but that of the Nazarenes, and 
deteſt the idea of any party, but the church of 
England, I beg leave to proteſt againſt that me- 


thod of proceeding, and to defire that every mar 


may bear his own burden ; ſince if one who has 


read Hutchinſon ſhould think proper to talk non- 


ſenſe at the Land's end, or Berwick upon Twecd, 
I ſee no reaſon why it ſhould be any thing to 
me, becauſe I have read Hutchinſon, when I do 
not talk that nonſenſe at Oxford, Nor can it 
ſurely be agreeable to the rules of candour and, 


: benevolence, that becauſe a whimſical interpreta- 


tion 1s given by one writer, therefore a ſound 
interpretation ſhould not be taken from another. 
By his own words let every man be juſtified, 
and by his own words let him be condemned. 


The 
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per to put one of us into the Univerſity pu 
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SER. _ 

The author fays, p. 6. “our behaviour is be- 
come matter of general complaint.” — From 
'whence comes the complaint? Not from our ſu- 
periors in this place; for the gentleman who fo 
. worthily fills the chair at preſent, thought 5 8 


— 
1 


pit 3 
who, tho this author and his friends © came in 
« full expectation of the marvellous,” p. 16. out 
did every thing they could have dreamed of, by 


having the aſſurance to preach the doctrine of 


the homilies, on the zoth of January. And what 


makes this beyond any thing we meet with in 


hiſtory, is, that he did it, when he was proba= 
bly only in deacon's orders — But who then are 
theſe complainants? Why ſome of the warmeſt 


friends of the Univerſity, p. 6. who, it ſeems, are 


out of countenance at ſuch monſtrous things as 


| theſe, and are prevented from ſlanding forth gf 
fectually in it's vindication. Whether this writer 


thought it would be a diſgrace to him to appear 
in our company, I do not know: Otherwiſe, it 
had been but acting the part of an ingenuous 
adverſary, to have favoured the world with his 
name in his title page, together with thoſe of his 
adverſaries, eſpecially as at p. 40. he talks ſome- 
thing about a proteſt that he has entered, and an 


anonymous proteſt is what one ſeldom hears of. 


Had he given us his name, we might have 
known who theſe effefual vindicators of the Uni- 
verſity are. As matters now ſtand, we may ſup- 
poſe them to be perſons of many extraordinary 
endowments ; but from the fear they expreſs of 
being out of countenance for the Univerſity, we 
muſt 


[6] 
muſt conclude, that what they are particular 
famous for, is their nodoſty.— But after all, wit 


regard to the complaint talked of — Sure I am, 


that if our ſuperiors in the Univerſity, and in 
our reſpective colleges, have any thing to alledge 
againſt our conduct. whereby we hurt the cauſe 
of Cbriſtianity, the church of England, the Uni- 
1 rfity, or the ſociety each belongs to, and will 

pleaſed to ſignify it to us, they ſhall ſee we 
can 5 the doctrine we preach, of obedience 


to all that are in authority over us. 


I ſhall next reply to ſome general” cars the 
author has brought againſt us. | 


I. The firſt ' is, that we ſet up for the only 
Chriſtian preachers in the nation. They tell 


tc men 4075 he, p. 6.) that they, and they only, 


te are the ſervants 97 the moſt High God, who ſhew 
forth the way of ſalvation.” The way of ſalva- 
tion is but one, viz. Faith in Chriſt, bringin 
forth the fruits thereof, and none, but 4 of 
who preach tbat, are the ſervants of the moſt 
High God, that ſhew forth the way gf ſalvation. 
That none do preach it but the readers of Mr. 
Hutchinſon, I never ſaid, or thought, though I 
wiſh their number was much greater than it is. 
If the gentleman can produce any. one that he 
thinks has ſaid ſo, let him defend himſelf. 


II. Ibid. They labour to diſcredit all other 


* preachers of the 925 32s ” &c. By no means. 


They labour to diſcredit all erroneous tenets, 
preached * many who s HO ULD preach the 


Goſpel. 


EPP 
Goſpel. It is the complaint of hundreds of ſe- 
rious and pious Chriſtians, who have never read 
or heard of Mr. Hutchinſon, that there is at pre- 
ſent not only a lamentable relaxation of diſcipline 
- in the church, but (what is indeed the conſe- 

gence of it) as lamentable a falling off from 
5 OLD way of preaching and expounding the 
word of God. Let any one read the ſermons of 
the primitive fathers, and our divines that lived 
in the times ſucceeding the reformation, who 
preached from the fathers, as the fathers did from 
the Scriptures, and compare their diſcourſes with 
thoſe of this laſt century, and they muſt pro- 
nounce one or other of them to be many re- 
moves from Chriſtianity. If offence ſhould be 
taken at this, I can only ſay, that if any one 
will tell me, how truth may be ſpoken, in ſuch 
caſes as theſe, without offending ſome, I will 
ſpare no labour to learn the art of it. — But it 
will be ſaid perhaps, theſe fathers and divines 
are now of no authority. Perhaps fo. — Let it 
be my lot to tread in their ſteps on earth, and 
fit at their feet in heaven. I aſk no more, in 
this world, or that which is to come — What 
I have to. obſerve farther at preſent is, that if 
there be really ſuch a defection from the pri- 
mitive manner of preaching, the propereſt place 
wherein to ſpeak of it is an Univerſity, where 
preachers are educated. 


III. They dare to deny the very exiſtence of 
te moral duties, in order to exalt Chriſtian vir- 
te tues — p.7. Moral Duties are what the Scrip- 

"4 ture 
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ture calls works. If theſe are done in Chr:ft, they 


are Chriſtian virtues ; and then, here is a di/tinc- 


tion without a difference, If they are done out of 


Chriſt, upon any other than Chriſtian motives, they 


are nothing to any ſaving purpoſe. And if they 


are done againſt Chriſt, as meritorious to ſaluation, 


they are much worſe than nothing. But to ſtate 


our ſentiments more at . upon this impor⸗- 
e preach the fall of 


tant point of doctrine. 
man into a ſtate of /n and corruption, in which 
ſtate we ſay, with the 1oth article of our church, 
that he © has no power to do good works, plea- 


te fant and acceptable to God, without the grace 


ce of God by Chrift preventing him, that he may 
e have a good will, and working with bim, when 
ce he has that good will: and, art. 13. that as to 
ec qoorks done before the grace of Chrift, for that 


ce they are not done as God bas willed and com- 


te manded them to be done, we doubt not but they 
« have the nature of in. We preach juſtifica- 
tion by the blood of Chriſt, ſanctification by his 
Spirit, and the fruits of that Spirit the eviden- 
ces of both, How we can be ſaid to deny the ex- 
iftence of moral duties, becauſe we preach faith, 
the root from whence they ſpring, I know 
not ; unleſs he that plants a vine, does, by that 
action, deny the exiſtence of grapes. One thing 


-indeed we do affirm, becauſe we can prove it 


from Scripture, that whoever preaches and en- 


forces moral duties, without juſtification and ſanc- 
tification preceding, may as well declaim upon 
the advantages of walking, to a man that can 


neither fir hand or foot: Such 1s the natural 


impo- 
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ence of the ſoul to do any good thing, till it 


L i i 1, :fied and ſanctiſied. Let the declamation be 
ever ſo elegant, St. Peter's plain addreſs, I ſup- 


| 3 poſe, would be worth ten thouſand of them, to 


a cripple — In the name of Teſus of Nazareth, 
ZZ RISE UP, AND WALK. Such is the diffe- 
= rence between an ethical divine, and a Chriſtian 
2 preacher. Indeed it is a rule with ſome, to ſup- 
7 poſe the people already ſuffictently inſtructed in 
* Chriſtianity; but why is it not much more pro- 
2 bable, that they ſhould be already ſufficiently 
inſtructed in morality, than in Chriſtianity, if all 
their miniſters preach upon the former, 0 none 
upon the latter; which muſt be the caſe, if all 
act upon the ſame ſuppoſition, of their people 
being already adepts in the Goſpel. The moral, 
or practical part of the TH. 2 ſermons, and 
epiſtles, is generally the and ſhorteſt, and 
comes after they have enlig —— x under land- 
ing with the &nowlege of Chriſt, and warmed the 
Heart with ſome great deirine of ſalvation ; as 
they knew, that one ſtroke when the iron was 
bot, did more execution than twenty when it was 
In ſhort, fince, as our church expreſſes it, in 
her toth article — The condition of man, af- 
e ter the fall of Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot 
turn and prepare himſelf, by his own natural 
- 2 th and good works, to faith, and calling 
I God; and ſince, as ſhe ſays in the 11th 
I —_ We are accounted righteous before God 


'B 2 See 1 Cor. 1 5. where after 57 verſes upon a dorine, the a- 
J poſtle cloſes with one only, by way of practical inference. 
N B ONLY 
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« ONLY for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 


ce Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not for our own * 
ce works, or deſervings,” it is certain, that who- *' 


ever preaches works, or moral duties, disjoined 


from faith in Chriſt, with it's matives, and prin- 


ciples of action, preaches a doctrine contrary to 


the whole tenor of the bible, and as far from 
Chriſtianity, as the caſt is from the welt. To: | 
what purpoſe then ſerve good works which are 

the fruits of faith, and follow after. juſtification ?- 
The 12th article will tell us — “ They (even 
cannot put away our fins, or endure the 
plea- 


« {ing and acceptable to God Id CHRIST, and 


cc they ) 
ec ſeverity of God's judgment. Yet are 


« do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and lively 
ce faith, inſomuch that by them a lively faith may 


ce be as evidently known, as a tree is diſcerned by 
« it's fruits.” The fruit receives it's goodneſs from 
the tree, not the tree from the fruit, which does 
not make the tree good, but ſhews it to be fo, 


becauſe men do not gather gra s of thorns. So 


works receive all their goodneſs from faith, not 
faith from works, which do not themſelves . 


tify, but ſhew a prior juſtification of the ſoul. that 
produces them; as it is written — Me now that 
We HAVE PASSED — perneCeonxaper — from death 
unto life, becauſe we love the brethren. 1 John 
3. 14. The queſtion therefore will be, who is 
the beſt huſbandman, he who diligently plants 
the vine, and waters it, or he who ſpends his 
time in writing eſſays upon the nature and pro- 
perties of grapes in general, and wild grapes in 
particular ; till the vineyard of the man void of un- 
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[ 11 I 
denſtanding is all grown over with thorns, from 
which, as we obſerved above, men do not gather 


grapes. If the author had a vineyard to let, his 


choice of a tenant would ſoon be determined, 


tho the latter of the two candidates wrote a /ty/e 


like an angel. 

But he is pleaſed to ſay, p. 7. © Morality is 
ce not within our ſyſtem.” Of the truth of this 
aſſertion let the whole Univerſity be witneſſes, 
and he himſelf ſhall be judge. For he ſays, p. 40. 
« Were the principles of us all as rational and 
e ſalutary, as he is convinced the lives of ſome of 
ee us are ſerious and exemplary, he would moſt 
ce heartily join with thoſe who ſhould ſay, Ve 
e Wiſh you good luck in the name of the Lord; and, 
&« for his brethren and companions ſakes, yea be- 
* cauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, he would 
ce with our cauſe, as well as ourſelves, proſperi- 
« ty.” But he ſhould not have marked out the 
word ſome—*< the lives of ſome of us are ſerious” 
— becauſe that neceſſarily ſlurs the characters of 

fome others, and leaves the world to imagine, we 


have ſome immoral perſons among us; when he 


knows, it would puzzle him to ſhew, we have 
one ſuch, in the whole number of thoſe, whom 
he calls Hutchinſonzans. And if the fruits are 
good, they will plead, I hope, for a little more 
conſideration, before the tree that bears them be 
cut down, and caſt into the fire. A ſentence, he 
ſeems to have paſſed upon us, in his own mind, 
and calls aloud upon our Reverend governors, 
to be his executioners of it — and the ſooner, 
the better. Which lets me into another parti- 
B 2 cular 


* 


| L T2 ] 
cular concerning him, viz. that he is a man of 
moderation. | FO 


IV. We are ſtill in the ſame page. Under 
ce pretence (he ſays) of gloriſying Revelation, we 
te inſult and trample upon reaſon, which alſo is the 


« giſt of God.” That reaſon is the gift of God, 


no one denies. But if he would talk like a maſ- 


ter of his ſubject, he ſhould ſhew the 2% and 
extent of reaſon, and what are the ſiubjed7s, that 


properly fall under her cognz2ance. The ABUs E, 
not the us E of reaſon, is what we argue againſt. 


| Reaſon, we ſay, was made to learn, not to teach; 


and therefore, to ſet her up for a teacher, when 
ſhe was never deſigned for that office, is cer- 
tainly wrong. What the eye is to the body, rea- 


ſon, or underſtanding, is to the ſoul, as ſays the 


apoſtle, Epbeſ. 1. 18. Having the eyes of your un- 
derſtanding — ys Al, — the faculty of di- 
cernment — enlightened. The eye then is framed 
in ſuch a manner as to be capable of ſeeing, rea- 
ſon in ſuch a manner as to be capable of know- 


ing. But the eye, tho' ever ſo good, cannot ſee 


without /jght ; reaſen, tho' ever ſo perfect, can- 


not #now without iaſtruction. The eye indeed is 


that which /ees, but the light is the cauſe of it's 


tion is the cauſe of it's knowing. And it would 


be as abſurd to make the eye give zt/elf light, be- 


cauſe it ſees by the hight, as to make reaſon in- 
firutt itſelf, becauſe it knows by inſiruftion. The 


phraſe therefore, light of reaſon, ſeems to be an 
improper one, fince reaſon is not. the /ight, but 
- 


ſeeing ; reaſon is that which nous, but infiruc- 


interrupted ſucceſſion, firſt in the Jewiſh, and 


„ 
an organ for the light of inſtruction to act upon; 
and man may as well take a view of things 1 
earth, in a dark mght, by the hight of his own 
eye, as pretend to diſcover the things of heaven, 
in the night of nature, by the I:ght of his own 
reaſon. Nor do we any more derogate from the 


perfection of reaſon, when we affirm it cannot 
fnow without inſtruction, than we derogate from 


tte perfection of the eye, when we deny it has a 


power of ſeeing in the dark. Chriſt only, who is 
the ſun of righteouſneſs, has in him the perfection 
of light, even all the treaſures of viſdum and 


 knowlege. The perfection of reaſon is, to be able 


to receive of bis fulneſs, to receive the INST RUC=- 


TION of wiſdom, Prov. 1. 3. Without inſruc- 


tion it is impoſſible for her to do any thing, be- 
cauſe reaſoning, or induction of inferences, neceſ- 
ſarily preſuppoſes her to be furniſhed with pro- 
per data, to go upon. And theſe data, in ſpiri- 
tual things, are only to be had from the word of 
God, for — The commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes — P.. 19. 8. The entrance 
of thy words giveth light, it giveth underſtanding 
to the fimple — 119, 130. The things which are 


above cannot be manifeſted to us, but by the 


kght which is above, where thoſe things are, and 


cometh down from the father of lights, by the word 


of his Revelation ; the divine original of which 
was demonſtrated, with power, by mighty figns 
and woanders, to the ſenſes of hundreds and thou- 
ſands; and that demonſtration entered in an au- 
thentic record, preſerved and guarded by an un- 


then 


[14] 
then in the Chriſtian church; all this reaſon muſt 
be taught from without, or elſe live in ignorance, 
which is the curſe of God upon all who have 
rejected his word, apoſtatized from his faith, or 
broke from his church, a fin, which indeed al- 
ways has been and always will be followed by 
the other two. Reaſon can no more find out, 
without the help of Revelation, the original fate 
and conſtitution of man, the changes that have 
happened in his nature, and the counſels of God, 
that have taken place, in conſequence of thoſe 
changes — points, upon which every thing, that 
can be ſaid about religion, turns, — reaſon, I ſay, 
can no more find out theſe, than ſhe can prove 
| — 1 — William the conqueror vanquiſh'd 
Harold, at Haſtings in Suſſex ; and demonſtrate 
a priori, without the aſſiſtance of Hitory, all the 
revolutions with their ects, that have happen- 
_ in the Engh/h government, from that day to 
this. | To 


V. Similar to this, is another objection often 
made, that we decry natural religion. To be 
ſure, we do; becauſe, at the beſt, it is a reli- 
gion without the #nowlege of God, or the hope of 
ſalvation; which is deiſin; and ſuch as it is, it 
owes it's birth, not to nature, but a corrupted 
tradition; i. e. in one word, inſtead of natural 
religion, it is traditional infidelity, For as a reve- 
lation was made to man, of the covenant of 
works, before the fall, and the covenant of grace, 


after it; and as we are certain, that all mankind 


came from one common flock, it is a plain and e- 
| 3 vident 
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vident matter of fact, that from Adam to this 
2 there never was, or could be a man left to 

himſelf, to make a religion of nature. It is, I 
know, a received notion, that man, by a due 
and proper uſe of his rational faculties, may do 
great things; and ſo, by a due and proper uſe of 
the organs of viſiun, man may arrive at a knowlege 
of the objects around him. But ſtill, the p;nch- 

queſtion returns — Is it not light, that en- 


ing 
| ables him to make a due and proper uſe of the 
one, and inſtruction of the other? Shew us the 


eye that ſees without /jght, and the underſtanding 

that reaſons upon religion without inſtruction, and 
we will allow, they oth do it by the light na- 
ture, Till then, let us hear no more of natural 
religion, but give the glory where it is due, by 
owning ingenuouſly and: gratefully, as We ought 
to do, that as all light comes from the ſur, tho 
we receive it often by communication from other 


bodies; fo, that all igſtruction has come from 


the begi nning, at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, from the fun of righteouſneſs ; and has been 

only reflected, more or leſs, pure or tinged, from 
one man to another. And let us intreat him, 
whoſe countenance is as the ſun ſtineth in his 
! frength, to anoint our eyes with eyeſalve, that we 
may ſee ; which, otherwiſe, we ſhall not do, e- 
ven when we have the light; becauſe by fin, not 
js the /ight. was darkened, but the organ diſ- 
ed. And the r ſcian of ſouls, is the ſun 
if righteouſneſs. | | 
Upon the ſubjects of: theſe two laſt articles, 


let me recommend to the reader s careful and 


atten- 


attentive peruſal, two books. The firſt ſhall be 
che inimitable Mr. Leſys ſhort and eaſy methad * 
with the deifts ; where ho debate between them. 
and the Chriſtians, upon the evidence of revela- 
tion, is brought to one ſingle point, and their 
cauſe overthrown for ever. This moſt excellent 
piece, with the other tracts of the fame admi- 
rable author uſually bound with it, have, I 
thank God, entirely removed every doubt from 
my mind; and, in my poor opinion, they ren- 
der the metaphy hyfical per ormances upon the ſub- 
ject, entirely uſeleſs, * Sinks if the —— are 
once proved to be the word of God, (as I think 
they are infallibly in that book) we have nothing 
farther to do, but to lay them together, and ex- 
plain them, according to the meaſure of know- 
lege given unto every one. The ſecond book I 
would recommend, is — Dr. Elks's knowlege of 
divine things from revelation, not from regfes, or 
nature. In this book, natural religion is fairly 
demoliſhed; and her greateſt admirers and ad- 
vocates, after all the panegyrics made, and com- 
pliments paſſed upon her, are ſeen confefling, 
that ſhe has borrowed every thing from the cor- 
rupted tradition of an original revelation ; nay 
they even deſpiſe her, (which is rather too cruel,) 
when ſhe has decked herſelf out with theſe bor- 
rowed ornaments, to the beſt advantage, they 
themſelves afliſting at her toilette. Indeed, by 
the accounts of Wilkins, Tillot tſon, Clarke, Wall. 
afton, and all the reſt of the writers in that way, 
the point in diſpute between modern divines and 
the deiſts ſeems to have been, whether ? wiligbt was 
preferable 
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= —— able to ſunſhine? And I know not how it 


they neglected to urge it home with full force 


ned, or what could be the reaſon, that 


upon the dis, (as they might have done, ſince, 


at times, rs all res, it,) that the ſur himſelf 


was the cauſe of the bevilight; which had put an 


3 cad: to the 1 at once. 


VI. We are charged with « a not contempt 


x « of learning.” That depends upon the nature and 
> kind of the learning. Becauſe ſometimes a man is 


called a learned man, who, after a courſe of ſeveral 


5 oo hard ſtudy, can tell you within a trifle, 


ow many degrees of the non entity of nothing 


= muſt be anni hilatrd, before it comes to be ſome- 
= thing.-— See King's origin of evil. — Ch. 3. p. 129. 
with the note. That ſuch kind of learning as that 
2 book is filled with, and the preſent age is much 


given to admire, has done no ſervice to the 


4 ? cauſe of truth, but on the contrary, that it has 
done infinite diſſervice to it, and almoſt reduced 
us from the unit 7. ty of Cbriſtian faith, to the wrang- 


IF ling of philoſoh 


c ſcepticiſm, is the opinion of 
many, beſides ourſelves; and too ſurely founded 
on fatal experience. I ſhall ſet down the ſenti- 
ments of one perſon only, whoſe reaſon for 
ipeaking ſlightly of metaphyſics, certainly was 
not a want of ſkill in them. 1 mean, the good 
and great Biſhop BERKELEY - From the 


= «time (ſays this excellent prelate) that divinity 
© © was conſidered as a SCIENCE, and human 
RE ASON enthroned in the SANCTUARY 
o God, the bearts of it's profeſſors ſeem 
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ee to have been leſs under the 2nfluence of GRACE.” 


— Miſcel. p. 232. In another place he aſſigns a 
reaſon for this The METAPHYSICAL know 
« lege of God, conſidered in his ABSOLUTE NA- 
«© TURE, or ESSENCE, is ONE thing; and to 
«© know him, as he ſtands RELATED To Us; 
©« as CREATOR, REDEEMER, and SANCTIFIER; 
«is ANOTHER.” p. 216. Here this acute and 
judicious writer has reached the yugulum cauſe. 


For firſt, the knowlege of God, as he land. 


related to us, as Creator, Rahway, and Sanc- | 
tifier, is the only knowlege of him, that can 
be of any ſervice to us. Becauſe the know- 


lege of him conſidered in his abſolute nature, or 


; le, (ſuppoſing we could attain to it without 
the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt,) muſt only fill 


our ſouls full of tribulation and anguiſh, horror 
and deſpair; and make the world a dungeon of 
condemnation, where nothing is heard, but weep: 
ing, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth + ſince 
God out of Chriſt appears armed with all the ter- 
rors of omnipotence, a revenger to execute wrath, 
to the uttermoſt, upon every ſoul that doth evil; 
that is, upon every ſoul of man, inaſmuch as 
there is not a juſt man upon earth, that doeth good, 


and finneth not. Our God is a CONSUMING FIRE. 


— But ſecondly, all diſquiſitions into the ab/e- 
tute nature and eſſence of God, without the Scrip- 
ture ; all endeavours to ſpeculate upon his eternal 


power and Godhead, otherwiſe than as they are 


clearly ſeen by the eye of faith, being underſtood, 
or made intelligible, by analogy, thro' the me- 


dium of the things that are made —all ſuch 
earned 
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* harned enquiries have always ended in materia- 
1355 and fallen ſhort of the knowlege of the e- 


| 2 a Jebovab, who made the heavens, which 
4 | the nations, and all their philoſophers, worſhip- 


ped as the Gods that govern the world. And it is 


Za truth, that calls for the moſt ſerious con- 
3 Er of all thoſe, who draw up ſyſtems 
of religion, excluſive of Chriſtianity, that 
neither Heathens, Jews, (in their preſent ſtate 
of unbelief) Mahometans, Deiſis, Arians, or 
$ | Socinian worſhip the TRUE Go D. For 


2 | wont, is manifeſted of him, as exiſting. in three 


perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. The Son 


and the Holy Ghoſt they * not, for they deny 
them; and —1T Is WRITTEN — Whoſcever de- 
; nieth the Son, he ſame HATH NOT THE FA- 
ER. I John 2. 23. And if he has neither Fa- 
1 tber, Son, or Holy Ghoft, he has not the true God; 

and if he has — the true God, he has 10 God, 

becauſe there is but o E God. And ſo he is, in 
the apoſtle's cuſlomary phraſe, without God; in 
the Greek, AEO; in Engliſb, an ATHEIST. 
And ſince no metaphyſical ſyſtem of natural 
religion has the Trimty in it, of what uſe 


can this learning be, that we object to, 


and the Scriptures were wrote to make fooliſh, and 


bring to nought ? — May they be ſo preached, as 
a effectually to do it, till the light of Chri/tian know- 


1 He triumphs over the darkneſs of human igno- 


rance; and Chriſt only is ſet forth as the iſdom 
; 3 and power of God, for ſalvation, to the ends of the 
earth; that all the kindreds of the nations may re- 
Y | * * member 


[ 20 J 
member themſelves, and be turned to him who is 
the Loxp their Gop, and all the world may wor- 


Ship him, fing of him, and praiſe his name. As to 
thoſe, who are engaged in the ſtudy of uſeful 


arts and ſciences, languages, dither, ay, | 


phyfics, &c. &c. with a view to make them hand- 
maids to divine knowlege, we honour their em- 
ployment, we deſire to emulate their induſtry, 
and moſt ſincerely w:/h them good luck in the 
name , LORD. 


VII. We are ſaid to be ignorant of the learn- 
ing we pretend to deſpiſe. This charge is ſup- 
ported chiefly by ſome curious proofs that I am 
an invincible blockhead, who can neither write 
ſenſe, or Engliſb. For I have written Revelations, 
inſtead of Revelation, no leſs than ice in the 
fame ſermon ; and make Liſbon ſay ſometimes 

thou,and ſometimes you, becauſe the pronouns were 
varied in the different fexts of Scripture I had 
occaſion. to quote, and apply. See Word to the 
H. p. 21, 30. — But pray Sir, let me bear my 
own burden; heavy as it is, J ſubmit to it all, 
and take ſhame to myſelf. Do not lay my igno- 
rance at other people's doors, who certainly have 
nothing to do with it. We have books wrote by 
thoſe, whom you will call Hutchinſonians, that 
do not altogether ſhew the driveller. There is 
the Reverend Dr. Hodges's Elibu; there is the 
Reverend Mr. Holloway's Pri mavity of the He- 
brew tongue — there is another book too, which 
IT am ſure would incline you to have a little mer- 


Cy upon us, if you were to read it; and — is 
— An 


4 
| 


iN 
3 
8 


ES 


— An anſwer to Mr. K E NN 1 co TT, by my 
friend Mr. Comings. 


VIII. The laſt and heavieſt charge againſt us 
is — want of charity. Now the word charity is 
the Engliſb tranſlation of the Greek word, ahn, 
love. Love is ſhewn, by conſulting the intereſt 
of the perſon beloved. And as an eternal inte- 
reſt is preferable to a temporal, the intereſt of the 
foul muſt be conſulted before that of the body, if 
they happen to claſh ; otherwiſe, a falſe love of 
the body may prove a real hatred of the ſoul. 
Therefore it is written — Levit. 19. 14. Thou 
ſhalt not KATE thy brother in thine heart : thou 
ſhalt in any wiſe REBUKE thy neighbour, and 
not ſuffer fin upon him — or — that thou bear not 
in for him. Agreeably to this rule, the author 
has choſen a text for his motto, which ends 
with the words — admoni/hing one another. And 
his rule in admoniſhing he give us, p. 20. 
In order effectually to expoſe ignorance, and 
« guard againſt impoſition from it, (of which to 
ce be ſure there is great danger !) it ſhould plain- 
<« ly be called ignorance : and the more effectual- 

c ly to baniſh vice, and prevent it's contagion, 
< (there's a charitable touch for our morality a- 
gain) it ſhould plainly be called vice.” So ſay 
I; and in order to expoſe and guard againſt in- 
fidelity, it ſhould plainly be called infidelity ; and 
in order the more effectually to prevent the con- 
tagion of a dammable hereſy, it ſhould plainiy be 
called a damnable hereſy. Otherwiſe, fouls may 
be ſent into torments, to curſe to all eternity the 
| ; cruelty 


LJ 

cruelty of thoſe, who, thro fear of man, forgot 
the Lord Jeſus their maker, and did not ſpeak out, 
and warn them plainly of the wrath to come up- 
on all who deny THE LORD that BoUGHT 
them. It is a dreadful thing for a man to d:fſem- 
ble, when he knows from the pbyſician, that the 
plague is in an houſe, and ſees his friends going 
into it. We know from the great phy/icran, that 
hereſy is the plague of the ſoul; and without re- 

ntance, is as inevitably the death of it, as the 
peſtilence is of the body. For hereſy is DA MN A- 
BLE; and the as that has that epithet in 
Scripture, is that of denying THE LoRD, i. e. deny- 
ing the Divinity of him, who is the Lo RD IR- 
HOVAH; King of Kings, and LoxD of Logs. 
In all ſuch caſes, the greater the danger is, the 
ſtronger ought the terms to be that expreſs it, 
to keep men from running into it. The lan- 
guage, it is true, muſt often ſound harſb to the 
parties concerned, for phy/ick is ſeldom palatable. 
But whether they hear, or whether they forbear, 


they muſt be openly reproved, and the truth muſt. 
be boldly and undauntedly oppoſed to their per- 


nicious errors, that others may not fall after the 
fame example of unbehef. Fear of diſobliging here 
is the greateſt of cruelties. It is like ſuffering a 
man to drown, for fear you ſhould hurt him in 
drawing him out of the water. Therefore — 
Cry aloud (ſays God to his prophet) and ſpare 
not. Lift up thy voice hike a trumpet, tell my peo- 
ple their tranſgreſſions. Otherwiſe — If the watch- 


man fee the ſword. come, and blow not the trumpet, 


and the people be not warned, if the ſword come, 
and 


11 

and take any perſon from among them, be is talen 
away in his iniquity, but his blood will T require at 
the watchman's hands. Ezek. 33. 6. One thing 
indeed muſt be ſaid; that thoſe who undertake 
to do this office to a finful people, (which every 
miniſter does undertake, when he is ordained ) 
muſt firſt determine to expect neither praiſe nor 
reward in this world. And alas, many think 
this is an hard ſaying; who, ſay they, can hear 
it? May God increaſe the number of thoſe, 
who have ears to hear, and an heart to obey their 
maſter. 'For tho — Take up your croſs, and fol- 
hw me, be an hard ſaying ; — Go ye curſed into 
everlaſting fire, is a much harder. 

Theſe, I think, are all the general objections I 
meet with. For as to thoſe of our preaching Chriſt 


as the ſubhlance of all the legal ſbadbus, and ex- 


plaining the ſþ:7:7ual ſenſe of the natural images 
in Scripture, with the Warburtonian cant, ſo much 


in vogue, of cabaliſtic tbeolagues, typiſts, all: goriſts, &c. 
thoſe who read the bible want no anſwer, 


none will ſatisfy thoſe who do not. Only it may 


be obſerved, that a miſtake in interpreting a par- 


ticular, does not overthrow the ſpiritual inter- 


pretation in general; any more than a miſtake in 


explaining a doctrine, overthrows the creed. All 


that follows from it is, that the man who makes 


it is wrong, and ſhould be ſet rigbt. If thoſe 
who are able, will do this kind office for us; 
they ſhall have our thanks. As to the expoſi- 
tions that are peculiar to Mr. Hutchinſon, T know 
not who makes them articles of faith, or terms 


of communion ; J am ſure we do not. But it is 


unreaſon- 
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- unreaſonable to deſire us to quit them, till they 
are proved to be falſe. If the gentleman I am 


at preſent concerned with, ( whoever he be) or 


any body elſe can do this, in Gods name let the 


expoſitions fall, if they cannot ſtand. Only I 
muſt beg of the gentlemen, if they have any 
thoughts of ſucceeding in their attempt, to con- 
Jute, before they clamour. Becauſe one page of 

proof is worth twenty of railing ; ; which proves 
nothing, but a want of proof. 

come now to particulars. And here I am 
almoſt aſhamed to aſk the favour of the reader's 
company, the entertainment is like to be ſo very 


indifferent. But for the ſake of many, who 


may be miſled and impoſed upon by this author's 


miſrepreſentations, an anſwer muſt be given. 
For he ſeems to have regulated his conduct by 
an old maxim, that where much dirt is thrown, 


fome will flick, Therefore, kind reader, if 8 
have nothing elſe to do, you and I will try, and 
divert ourſelves, as well as we can. 

The ſubject of the firſt complaint is an affair 
of a very malignant nature. Somebody, or other, 
ie ſeems, has extracted Cbriſtianity out of 

t Sampſor's ridale. p. 8. Now I own, for my 


part, as times go, I rejoice to hear of Cbriſtiani- 


ty, let it be extracted from whence it will. The 


| hiſtory of Sampſon is a part of thoſe Scriptures, 


which were written for our inſtruction in the 
righteouſneſs which is by faith. He was an illuſ- 


trious figure of the almighty Saviour of the Hrael 
of God; and never more ſo, than when thro 


faith in him, and his victory over the devil, he 
|  Nopped 


r 
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= Fopped: the mouth of the Lion, and flew him, 


without any weapon in his hand, Of this a& 


of heroic farth, which was the ſubject of his 


riddle, thus ſpeaks St. Jerom, who, by the way, 
has ſtolen ſeveral of Hutchinſon's thoughts, tho 
this is not one of them — Venit enim verus 
Sampſon ad Allophylos, & dum pergit Thamnas, 
ut pauperculam de gentibus duceret Dalilam, 
interfecit leonem, & ib mortuo comedit mella 
dulcedinis Comm. in Nabum. — Cap. 2. ad 


1 fin. And to come nearer home, thus ſpeaks the 
= Homily on the reſurrection — e This mighty 


«.conqueſt of Chriſt's reſurrection, was ſignified 
<« before, by divers figures of the old Teftament, 


4 = hoſe mouth came ſweetneſs and honey.” It were 


to be withed thefe very karned cenfurers of our 
ignorance, could be brought to read a little, be- 
r 5 5 YH 99G 1407 
But to ſhew that we are determined never to 


be eafy, as long as there is any religion left, 


de have a dreadful tory in the ſame page, e. 


nough to make one's blood run cold, of ſome- 


doqy elſe, that had almoſt frightened his whole 


pariſh, men, women, and children, into fits, 
(only indeed they had been pretty much uſed to 


be frightned of late) by abufing the ſociety for pro- 
ßpagating the goſpel. — People that find fault with 
2 others for printing what is rrus, ſhould be parti- 
2 cularly careful they print nothing that is falſe ; 


as this ſtory is, from beginning to end; the 


Z gentleman here meant, having reflected, not up- 
on the ſociety, but upon certain infidels, who, 


D he 
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he ſaid, had counteraZed the GODLIKE defign of the 
ech and ſent over cargoes of their &/aſphemy, 


gether of their own manufatture; and a good 
deal of the ſame caſt with that of an o woman, 
in King James the ſecond's time, who, after the 
miniſter of the pariſh had ſpent ſeveral diſcour- 
ſes in confuting the errors of the Romani/ts, ſaid, 
« the was ſure their parſon muſt be a papidge; 
te for he was always talking about the Pope. 
That what my friend ſaid upon the occaſion, 
with regard to. the ſpreading infidel books in 


gentlemen lately come from thence; two of 
whom, our Univerſity. hath created maſters of 
arts by diploma ; the Rev. Mr. Johnſon, ſon of 
the. — — Dr. Jobnſon, preſident of the Epis- 
cor college in New York; and the Rev. Mr. 
Fayeruearber, a happy convert from the ſchiſma- 
- tics to the cburch of England. And indeed, as I 
have had the pleaſure of much converſation with 
them, I muſt take this opportunity of ſaying; 
they. will reflect honour. on the Univerſity, as 
they do on the country from whenee they came. 
Their knowlege and piety, their zeal and — 

ty, their /ove-of Chriſt, and contempt of: the 100rld, 
together with their anfeigned defire to ſerve the 

church, and their umoearted diligence in doing it, 
give us ideas of our epiſcopal brethren in Amori- 


tbe great Gad cur Saviour. proſper the, glorious 
of 


iſon the continent. So that if any of the 
bart were ſurprized, it was a ſurprize alto- 


. our., plantations, is true, I am aſſured by ſome 


ca, to which we were before ſtrangers. May 
work. of their hands upon them, till the clouds 
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of infidelity diſperſe before rhe fun of righteouſ- 
neſs, riſing to the American, perhaps, as he ſets 
to the European world ; and till the unhappy, 
miſguided wanderers, having their eyes opened 
by the ſhining of his marvellous light, return to 
the church, and all become one fold under one 
ſhepherd, even the BIS HO of their ſouls, 
ruling in every church that is hig, by an earthly 
repreſentative. And O come that happy day, 
when God ſhall put it into the hearts of our go- 
vernors, to remember the groanings of ſuch as 
are in captivity under the bondage of fin, and to 
conſider the cries and tears of the hundreds and 
the thouſands, who would receive a BrsHoP of 
the CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 4s an angel of 
God, even as Chriſt Jeſus; that he might ordam 
them elders in every city, who being SENT forth, 
might preach liberty to the miſerable captives, and 
the opening of the priſon doors to them that are faft 
bound in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death; calling 
them forth into the light of the Lord God and the 
lamb, to behold him ſhining in his church, in the 
beauty of holineſs. For whom this glorious work, 


of eſtabliſhing Epiſcopacy in America, is reſer- 
ved; God only knows. Bleſſed is he, whoſe 


heart ſhall conceive, and whoſe' hands ſhall ac- 
- complith it. His wor done in the faith, and 


for the love of his maſter, ſhall praiſe him, when 
that maſter ſits in judgment, in the gates of the 
new Jeruſalem, and all generations, ariſing from 
the duſt, ball call bim blefſed. 
Of the Rev. Dr. Patten this author ſays — 
p- 9. that © he is perhaps endowed with a great- 
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« er ſhare of learning, than both the other gen- 
te tlemen,” meaning Mr. Wetbereil, and myſelf. 
I have an objection to the word, perhaps, in this 
ſentence ; and beg leave to ſay; he certainty is 
endowed with a much: greater ſhare of learning, 
and we with we may attain to half the piety that 
ſancliſtes his learning. And yet, ſays this Writer, 
he ſeems to hold learning in more 1 
H ontempt, than either of them. No true learn- 
ig is the object of the Doctor's contempt. Me- 
taphfical learning, which is ſcience falſely ſo called, 
he treats as it deſerves. And he had the beſt 
N right to ſay what he has: faid of it, becauſe— 
intus & in cute nouit — and he has proved it al! 
to be ſtark naught, And, for the ſake af multi- 
tudes, whoſe eyes i be Chriſtian Apology has\open- 
ed, the reader will rejoice: to hear, that the au- 
thor of it intends to proceed, in eſtabliſhing Re- 
velation on it's proper baſis of the «vorks,; which 


bear. 2 to the miſion of the worker. 11 1700 


We. proceed. next to conſider what is ſaict of 
Mr. Welberell. His crime is, preaching pœſtve 
obedience. on the zoth of January. W hat would 
the author have had him preach; the principles 
of roſſtance, that brought the blefled martyr to 
the Hoch? A doctrine — might juſtly have 
brought upon him the animadverſion of his ſu- 
periors: for certainly, his majeſty can have no 
ſecurity from men of ſuch principles. The 
church of. England diſclaims: them; and in her 


Homilies has —. all the piens for rebellron, 
that ever were, or can be brought; and deter- 


mined this ”__ fully, and fairly from Scrip- 


Jure. 


2 
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And to them I refer the reader, as the 
. hte f politics a Chri/itan need to ſtudy, in 
order to liuę à quiet 1 h fe, in humble 
obediener to the king, and all that are in authority 
under bim. If this writer will tell me the miſ⸗ 


chief done by paſſive obedience, I will. tell him 


the miſchief; done by re//tance ; and will enter 
25 N with him, as ſoon as he pleaſes. 
his preſent majeſty King GBoROGE the IId. 
be © bing ſworn allegiance ; and him we will 
by acting in things lawful, and:/affering in thoſe 
that are — ſhould any ſuch be enjoined. 
Let this author ſay more. I wiſh I could hear 
him ſay as much. I ſhall take my leave of this 
ſubject, with obſerving only, in favour of obeatence, 
that Lucifer had not iet heaven, if he had pruc- 
tiſed this doctrine, nor A e Jun it, if he 
nac nr. Ueetton 10 13 10 0111 
I am now . to ee the . wich 
my own concerns, the author having thought 


proper to make his remarks upon a emen of 


mine, «publiſhed on occaſion of the late eartb- 


cuates. Of his verbal criticiſms J have given 
two ſpecimens above, and thall ſay no more of 
them, but Peace be to their anes. For ſure- 
ly when he wrote them, he muſt have had as little 


to do, as he had to Jay.” Some other things I 


hall take notice of. 22101729 


P. 8. He ſeems to be 1 with me for 


1 the ſermon ſo offen. I have nothing 
to accuſe myſelf of, on that head, unleſs it be 
dr * Wag res err ob, ow „ as” b is 
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to be feared, we have had our warnings. May 
they anſwer the end they were ſent for! 

P. 21. He ſays, I © intimate the text to be a 
« prophecy in one verſe of the earthquake at Liſ- 
ce bon, and in the very next verſe of the earth- 
ce guakes in London.” I declare the contrary at 
the beginning of the ſermon. And drawing a 
parallel between two events, ſo far forth as they 


are parallel, is not ont; one a prophecy of the 
other. 


Ibid. He e the 8 I am * one of 


ce thoſe, who arrogate to themſelves greater knows- 
< lege, as well as purer religion.” Pardon me, 
Sir. We arrogate them not to ourſelves, but claim 
them for our maſter, and his too much neglected 
word, where are contained all the treaſures of 
knowlege, and religion. Thro his commandments, 


it is certain, he can and will make thoſe that 


ſtudy them vwiſer than their enemies. Men may 
have more underſtanding than their teachers, if his 
teſttmonies are their meditation; and underfiand 
more than the ancients, if they keep his precepts. 
Let every one that has ing to this wiſdom, 
give the glory to God, and pray for us, that we 
may be ed to it. This will be a much more 
Chriſtian employment, than that of endeavour- 


ing to hinder and ſlander the little e en- 


deavour to do. 


Ibid. And are fond of charging ether mini | 


ce ters of the Goſpel with irreligion and igno- 
< rance.” Let us hope not; becauſe this is the 
characteriſtic of Satan; and the author ſhauld 
not have ſaid it, till he had proved it impoſſible 


for 
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for one perſon. to, convince another of fr, with- 
out taking a pleaſure in finding him guilty. The 
meek and pious. Biſhop Kenn himſelf, in his 
time, churged many mint eters of the Goſpel, very 
home, both with irreligion and ignorance. It 
was the grief of his heart, that he was obliged to 
do it. And had this writer ;the diſcernment -of 
Spirits, which alone can qualify him to\ paſs 

ntence in this. caſe, there would be no occa- 
ſion for us to tell him, that it is very far from 
being the joy of our's. But to reprove the ſin, 


Without mia ing the ſinner your enemy — hic la- 


box 1 — 1 pray you brethren, deal nt ſo wickedly, 
ſays Lot, in the mildeſt manner poſſible. And 
what return was made him? — He will needs be 
a. \ JUDGE, IK v7. or 
P. 22. 1 tn chine everlaſting judgments. 
O Lord, and received comfort. In this text, he 
ſays, by hjudgments are meant God's laws. But 
1b. This does not appear. The perſon. 
complains. in the verie before — The proud. have. 
gad me exceedingly i in derifion,.. yet have I not de- 
clined from thy lam. Then follows I remem- 
bered oοπ]¹O wawn thy judgments, from: of old, 
and received comfort. So then, the comfort he. 
received, when the proud had him in derifion;\ was 
from remembriu Gt s judgments from of old, i. e. 
his judgments | Fon the beginning decreed and, 


executed againſt the enemies and perſecutors of 
Chriſt and his church. For. theſe are the fruit - 
ful ſources of conſolation to Chriſtians in diſtreſs, 
ſympathizing with their afflicted maſter in the 
4 of his ** In what God has, _ 
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they ſee, by the eye of faith, what he will do; 
and therefore, in the darkeſt night of ſorrow, 
chant forth theſe notes of triumph over their 


ſpiritual enemies — 4s for Phar 


and his hoſt, 


he overthrew them in the red ſea: He ſinote great 
nations, and flew mighty kings, for bis MERCY 
endureth FOR EVER. Affeclion muſt grieve 


for the ſinner, and ſenſe 


be aſtoniſhed at his 


fall; but faith views the Redeemer glorified in 


ent; bope 


deſpairs not of mercy, in the 


midſt of judgment, to all who are objects of it; 
and Jove endeavours to make the fall of ſome the 


ſalvation of others, till it's work be 


perfected ; 


when all carnal affe&ion and fear ſhall be caff 
out for ever, and the lobe of Chriſt and his 
church be all in all. 
meant God's laws, it comes to the ſame. For 


2dly. If by judgments are 


his laws contain his judgments on ſin and ſin- 


ners; and ſo they take that name from their 


Contents. 


P. 23- 


Ibid. 


5 Hgurative cloud 


figuratively. 
< Impropriety 


pierced by 
e prayers.” No; the thing is real, tho expreſt 


of calling this cloud. an 


n 


<« event.” Not the cloud, but the breaking of the 


cloud is the event ſpok 


en of. 


But now, what will be the reader's ſurprize, 


to hear I prayed publickly in St. 


Mary's pulpit, 


for a happy reſtoration of the family of James? 
Which it is plain I did, ror I beſeeched the Lord 
to be gracious unto his land, and to turn away cap- 
troity from JACOB ; ergo, I am a Jacos-ITE. 
For ſhame, my good Sir, for ſhame! If you 


mean 


/ 


72 1 x 


[ 23 ] 


mean this in earnef, it is a piece of groſs calum- 


ny; if in jeſt, it is as full of prophaneneſs, as it 
is empty of wif. Such arguments as theſe will 


hardly perſuade all Chriſtians and ſcholars to unite 


as one man againſt us, p. 40. Tho they may 


ſuade us to unite as one man in ſaying——Long 
live the author of the word to the Hutchinſomans. 
P. 24. I am taken to taſk, for raſbiy correct- 
ing the liturgy, by inſerting the word ſhortly. 
We believe that thou ſhalt ſhortly come to be our 


Judge. As the word ſhortly does not pleaſe, we 


will change it for another, the word guickly, 
And leſt the author ſhould except againſt that, 
I will quote my authority — Rev. 22. 12. Be- 
hold I come quickly. And if it was to be quickly, 
when that was ſpoken, there can be no harm in 
ſaying, it will be ſhortly, now. But hm is it, 
that we do not diſcern the figns of the times, that 
we may be ready to give the proper anſwer to 
him that aſketh us — Watchman, what of the 
night ? The mght is far ſpent, the day is at hand. 
Why ſhould we be defirous of removing far 
from us that day, when our eyes ſhall behold the 
king in his beauty? A day, glorious certainly to 
vigtlant and zealous believers, tho ferriblèe to in- 
fidels, and lukewarm diſciples, who act with a 
view to the world, and not to that day, when 


the world ſhall be deſtroyed. But alas! the love 


of many is waxed cold, becauſe the faith of many 
is waxed weak, thro lack of Scripture knowlege 


| to ſupport it. As to this Moſes, that brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt, they are ready to ſay, 


they know not what is become of him; and their 
19 8 E hearts 
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hearts have loſt all taſte and reliſh for the apoſ- 


tle's exhortation to patience and perſeverance — 
FOR yet a little while, and be that ſball come will 
come, and will not 

Ibid, . The aſſertion of God's having ſpoken 
c to all the dwellers upon earth, ſeems too ex- 


< tenſive, by being wniverſal,” God ſpoke to 
judgment fell only upon ene | pate | 


all, tho the 
Thid, There is a jumble of author and cauſe, 


and cauſe and author ; and firſt and ſecond, and 
ſecond and firſt; which I have read over ſeveral 


times, but confeſs it to be far above my com- 
prehenſion. To talk with the gentleman a little 


in his own way—lI take it for granted, the Word 


zo tbe Hutchinfnans mult have ſome author, and 
there muſt be ſome cauſe why it was wrote ; but 
who is the author, or what was the cauſe, we 
are left to gueſs, as well as we can. 

, Ibid.- It is a pity, he ſays, I ſhould Yeo 


« jnſerted the irony upon reaſon, at p. 16. after 


<« have fo properly connected the epithets ra- 
ce tional and defenſible, in p. 5,” But does it fol- 
low, that becauſe the truth of God, when right- 

explained and underſtood, will alway s be ra- 
tional, and fat, and proper, that - nad reaſon 
is to pronounce the truth of God, which, thro' 


Her natural blindneſs, ſhe does not underſtand, 
to be irrational, unfit, and improper ? There is 


a judgment of authority, which makes a thing to 


be what it 7zdges it to be. This belongs only to 


Gad. And there is a judgmen of diſcretion, which 


is opinion. This is the judgment of reaſon ; and 


may be gs" as well as right; nay, it will 
certainly 
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certainly be always wrong, in divine matters, 
when not formed upon revealed principles; be- 
cauſe Revelation only can make known to us the- 
plan upon which God acts. Without this, it is 
impoſſible to judge of the fitneſs of the action. 
Now — Mo hath, known the mind of the Lord? 
But we (fays the apoſtle) i.e, believers — have 
the mind of Chriſt — 1 Cor. 2. 16. becauſe it is 
revealed by the Spirit, in the word. This is the 
ſource of true inſtruction to a Chriſtian ; and as 
he receives it with humility, or rejects it with 
pride, he becomes wiſe, or fooliſh, The judg- 
ment of reaſon has no ſort of influence upon the 
truth of God, which is always juſt, fit, and ra- 
tional in itſelf, whatever my reaſon, or your 


reaſon, or the reaſon of the whole world thinks 
of it; as it is written — What. if ſome did not 


believe? ſhall their unbelief make the faith of 
God without effect ? God forbid; yea let God be 


true, but every man a liar. Rom. 3. 3. 


P. 25. Mr. Hutchinſon is anſwered, in the old 
way, by making nonſenſe, and then faſtening it 


upon him. And this writer, to avoid detection, 


haas referred, at large, to a book of 5 54 pages, 
without naming any page. He is deſired to 
ſhew, where Mr. Hutchinſon talks about grains 
of light, and their becoming ſo large as to be 
= znvifible. He talks indeed of the convertibility of 
2 * light and air, which he ſays are the ſame ſub- 
lance, in different conditions. And, as a v 
4 1 * learned and able defender of Sir Tac Newton 
4 4 told me once, when I had the pleaſure of ſome 


E converſation with him upon the ſubject, if this 
* 2 F 8 


[ 36 ] 1 

mu of the - On of light and air be | 
proved, the truth of Mr. Hutchinſon” s philoſophy 
can hardly be diſputed. There is much faid, 
and many experiments brought by Mr. Hutchin- 

ſon, and ſince, by Mr. Bate, to prove this im- 
portant point. 'The reader may conſult likewiſe 
a well wrote piece, publiſhed lately at Edinburgh, 
called, An Enquiry after philoſophy and theology 
&c. And what is very remarkable, not one of 
any note amongſt all Mr. Hutchinſon's opponents, 
has enquired into the merit of the phyſical part 
of his works, tho' the age is fo fond of philoſo- 
phical diſcoveries: and yet in the number and 

acuteneſs of his obſervations and experiments, 
he certainly was inferior to very few; as any 
one may ſee, that will but look into his 11th 
and 12th Volumes. The objections and prejudices 
with regard to the immortal Newton, are no 
more; for he proves to be an Hutchinſontan all 
over; and his vacuum is delivered of as a fine a 

plenum as one would wiſh to ſee. 1 hope his 
followers will not throw it upon the pariſh, be- 

cauſe it was born after the death of it's ape" wee 

father. 

Ibid. The la/? chapter in the Revell e- 
* clares God ſhall deſtroy the world. No ſuch de- 
ce claration in that chapter.” There is a decla- 

ration of Chriſt's coming quickly ; and his coming 
implies the deſtrufFion of the world, becauſe to 
deſtroy the world is what he comes for. 

Ibid. © The deſtruction of the world by wa- 
ter is called an earthquake” — It is fo; becauſe 
when the world was — by water, ar 
| cart 
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1 
earth was diſſolved; as may be demonſtrated to 
ſenſe at this day, by ſome ſea ſhells found in the 
midſt of ſolid blocks of marble; and others fill- 
ed with ſtone, tho' they have not an orifice in 
them, bigger than a pin's point; the marble and 
ſtone therefore muſt once have been in a fluid 
ſtate. If this author thinks the forntarns of the 
great deep could be broken up, and the earth 
clean diſſolved, without an earthquake, he is at 


liberty doubtleſs to enjoy his own opinion. As 


to the deſcription in Jaiab, it is evidently couch- 
ed in terms taken from the hiſtory of the food, 
tho' the deſtruction there ſpoken of may in ſome 
things go beyond it, and the earth may not re- 


- cover again out of it, as it did out of the flood. 


P. 26. He ſays, the repetition of the pro- 
noun in Gen. 6.17. is nothing to infidels, becauſe 
they deny the authority of the bible. But were 
not theſe things written that they might believe; 
and will not the word ſpoken condemn them at 
the laſt day, becauſe they preſumptuouſly and 
audaciouſly make God a har, by denying the re- 
cord that God has given? At this rate, a man 
need only blaſpheme the bible ſtoutly, and it 
can never be brought againſt him, becauſe he de- 
mes it's authority. If any one was to argue in 
this manner, with regard to the J of the land, 
would the judge ſet the law aſide, and ſubmit to 
try the criminal by certain reaſons and ſitneſſes, 
that the criminal himſelf had framed, indepen- 
dent of the law? No certainly ; he would prove 
the authority of the law, and proceed to try him 
upon it. Now, either there is evidence to prove 

| the 
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the authority of the bible; or there is not. If 


there is, the diſpute with zgzſidels is at an end; 
and the truths of Scripture ſhould be preſſed 
home, with the conſequence of rejecting them. 
If there is not, the labour of the preachers and 
the faith of the hearers are both vain. Let us 
eat and drink, for to morrow we die. | 


Ibid. How does Amos foretell this earth- 


te quake? The words cited to expreſs this pro- 
ce phecy are — The Lord will roar” &c. But do 


not the words immediately preceding plainly 


point to the event foretold — The words of A.- 
mos — which he ſaw two years before the EARTH= 
QUAKE. And be faid — the Lord will roar &c. 


P. 27. © Is it poſſible for a man in his ſen- 
te ſes to pronounce that Chriſtians will not own 
© Chriſt?” Yea verily, and to prove it too. 
Chriſt was a preacher and practicer of paſſive o- 


bedience. And I know one that would take it 
amiſs if I was to ſay he is 20 Chriſtian, who af- 
firms it is a doctrine juſiy exploded, tho he him- 


ſelf has ſubſcribed to it's being 2 godly and whol- 


fome doctrine. And ſo in many other inſtances, 


there are numbers of nominal Chriſtians, who 
are aſhamed to own their crucified maſter, in his 


doctrines and inſtitutions, before a world grown ſo 
wiſe, as to explode them. But 

Ibid. By owning Chriſt, HE MEANS, 0wWn- 
ce ing the Divinity of Chriſt, owning him equal to 
« God the father.” I do mean ſo indeed. For to 


fay any thing leſs of his perſon, is not owning, 


but Blaſpheming him, and robbing him of the 
b honour 
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honour due to his name; which is, — Fehovah 
— * The Lord of hofts himſelf, — — * Moſt hrgh, and 


* mighty God — * The only wiſe God — © God 


over all — " The Lord God of the holy N — 
* The Lord Almighty, which is, which vas, and 
which is to come. _ — he is _ — forth, 
J hope and truſt, thro the power of his grace, 
1 ſhould rejoice to owr him, before the world, 
in the face of death itſelf, to the joy of an , 
and confuſion of devils, and their Wu — 


trine, propagated on earth thro' Arius and his 


followers ; which has deſtroyed the eaſtern, and 
now threatens the weſtern church. 
Ibid. «© Was the earthquake calculated to 
ove his? I think it was, as that, and the 
8 ſigns attending the crucifixion, ſhewed all 
nature to be in pangs, and ſympathizing with 
the ſufferings of her Lord. And ſomething like 
this ſaid the heathen philoſopher, upon the oc- 
caſion — Aut Deus nature patitur, au? mundi 
machina diſſolvitur. 
Ibid. It made the centurion own the divi- 
8 = of Chriſt; but what ſenſe?” I am 
much concerned to meet with this queſtion, in 
the performance of one, whom 1 ſuppoſe to be 
a Chriſtian. Becauſe I never before heard any but 
Arians talk of a divinity in different ſenſes, which 
(as they very well know) is no divinity at all. 


1 Fer. 23. 6. 2 Jaiab 8. 13. 3 P/. 78. 17, 18. conf. 

1 Cor. 10. 9. 4 Jaiab g. 6. 5 Jud. ult. 6 Kom. q. 5. 

7 Rev. 22. 93 8 Rev. 1. 8, 11. The reader will be ſo 

good as to turn to theſe awful and concerning texts; and may 

he, whom they treat of, give him underſtanding to the acknow- 
edging of the 8avinae truth contained in them. 

The 
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The Scripture ſays, there is but one Jehovah, 
Deut. 6. 4. Jebovab our God is ONE Jebovab. 
And the fame Scripture ſays, Chrift is Jehovah — 
Ter. 23. 6. This is his name, whereby he ſhall be 
called, I x HO AHͤ our righteouſneſs. This ſingle 
argument will for ever baffle and defeat the ſo- 
phiſtry of the whole Arian party, being every 
way abſolutely impregnable by human or diabo- 
lical ſtrength or cunning. _ 
P. 29. © Was the law given before Sinai thus 
« trembled ? Was the law tranſgreſſed before it 
ce was given? If not, how was this earthquake 
© occaſioned by in? This is cloſe and home. 
And if it had not been for St. Paul, I had been 
in a ſcrape. But I believe he will help me out. 
For he ſays — Rom. 4. 1 5. Where there is no law, 
there is no tranſgreſſion. And yet, there is no 
doubt but men 8 before the giving the 
Moſaic law at Sinai; for Rom. 5. 13. Until the 
law, ſin was in the world — and juſt before — 
death paſſed upon all men, for that A L L have ſin- 
ned. So the author muſt ſolve this, as his {kill 
in divinity will give him leave. Not that it does 
indeed overthrow my poſition, any way; for /in 
was the cauſe of the, terrible manifeſtation at 
mount Sinai, even tho' it was only deſigned to 
ſhew the wrath that would follow the future 
tranſgreſſion of the law then given. But, fays 
our author, 
Ibid. <« The giving of the law was never con- 
« ſidered as an a& of vindictiue judgment.” An 
act of vindictive judgment it was not, becauſe a 


paz was ſuffered to interpoſe; and they 
heard 
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heard the law by the miniſtration of a man. But 
the giving of the law, which had in it every 
thing that is terrible to man, was a moſt lively 
portraiture of that vindictive judgment, which 
will be executed, when the fame God that gave 
it ſhall come, in the full power of his majeſty, 
to require an account of it. The compariſon is 
made by St. Paul, Heb. 12.25, & ſeq. and the 
reader may ſee the parallel between the circum- 
ſtances that accompanied the giving the lau, and 

thoſe that will attend upon the 44 judgment, 
finely drawn, in that magazine of learning, and 
found divinity, Biſhop Andrews's book on the 
commandments; which, with his incomparable 
ſermons, I do humbly recommend to the careful 
peruſal, and deep meditation of all thoſe, who 
read to be made w/e unto. ſalvation, inſtead of 


cuvilling at forms of expreſſion. I cannot ex 


the author of the word to the Hutchinſontans will 
take any thing upon ny recommendation. But 
if he has not already got Biſhop Andrews, I am 
ſure he will not delay making the purchaſe an 
hour, when he hears that the bleſſed martyr 
King CHARLEs the Iſt. recommended his fer- 
mons, a little before his death, to the conſtant 
ſtudy of his children. . 
 - Ibid. Can it be ſaid with propriety, that 
< the earthquake at Chriſt's death was a judg- 
© ment or puniſhment for ſin?” With the 
_ propriety ; for then it was, that judgment 
:/hment were executed on us all, in the 
— of our ſarety Chriſt, who was made in, 
and 4 arſe _w us, and bore our fins which _ 
F al 
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laid on him, in his own body, on the tree. He bore 
the ſin of his murderers, which otherwiſe muſt 
have brought immediate - deſtruction on the 
world, ſeeing they cruciſied the Lord of glory. 
Nor is it any abſurdity, as this writer thinks, to 
ſay, the earthquake at the reſurrection was a 
judgment or puniſhment for ſin. He who died to 
atone for the guilt, aroſe to de/iroy the power of 
fin, and manifeſted his victory over it by inflict- 
ing this judgment and puniſhment on his enemies, 
who did ſhake and became as dead men. At his 
death, fin was puniſhed in him; at his reſur- 
rection, it was puniſhed by him. TIO 
Fe. 20; 1 _ of the /hrieks and cries of the 
unhappy ſufferers, entombed in the ruins of their 
city. Here my Cenſor ſeemeth to himſelf to 
have diſcovered a grievous blunder, for * entomb- 
ce ed, he ſays, implies death and filence.” But 
ſuppoſe, learned Sir, the people were buried - 
live, which was the caſe here. — O this ſame. 
Ars critica ] „ 155 | 
Ibid. He has found out contradiction upon 
contradiction. Firſt, I fay, we can aſſign no 
«reaſon for God's not dealing with us, as he 
ce did with the people at Liſbon, ſeeing we are 
ce far perhaps from being more righteous.” Then 
I affign a reaſon myſelf, becauſe London fland- 
eth by faith, and then deſtroy that reaſon again, 
by ſaying, the faith is ridiculed. This, reader, 
is the contradiction, as it appears to him, thro' 
his critical ſpectacles. But I ſhall ſhew they are 
of the magnifying ſort. For, in the firſt place, 
taking it as he quotes it, there is no contradic- . | 
1 tion. 
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tion. It is afferted, that London Hands by faith, 
as every Chriſtian ſtate and city does. And if 
that faith be ridiculed, and blaſphemed, there is 
great reaſon to apprehend a fall. This is the 
whole of the contradiction, as ſtated in his way. 
Hut ſecondly, to ſtate it in mine, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, he has miſquoted the firſt ſentence, upon 
which the ſuppoſed contradiction is built. For 
J am there addreſſing myſelf not to London, or 
to the church, or nation, collectively, but to the 
caſes and conſciences of individuals, (which he 
quarrels with me for not doing, p. 39.) and it 
{ſtands in the ſermon in the fngular number, he, 
whereas it is quoted in the plural, ave, and then 
applied to London. The objection therefore va- 
nithes at once, and leaves the reader to employ 
his meditations upon the author of it, | 
But now I muſt gird my armour cloſe, and 
look to my guard. For the gentleman is deter- 
mined to give me no quarter. ; 
P. 31. I fay, Has not a complaint againſt A. 
rianiſm been followed by the preferment of the of- 
fender? An infinuation, he affirms, that this 
ce preferment was the reward of Arianiſm.” The 
words inſinuate nothing; but only declare a fact, 
that an fender in the Arian way was preferred. 
Upon which people muſt form their own judg- 
ments. No names are mentioned, or perſons 
characterized. I thought it my duty to ſpeak of 
this, before an audience, conſiſting chiefly of 
ſuch as were, or were to be in the office of the 
miniſtry ; and no reaſonable Chriſtian, I believe, 
will fay, I have been guilty of any breach of 
1 | FAY my 
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my duty, in my manner of doing it, which was 
as reſpectful, and inoffenſive, as the nature of the 
_ caſe would admit of. To avoid giving any of- 
fenſe, I well knew was impoſſible; and there- 
fore endeavoured ſo to diſcharge my duty to 
God, as not to tranſgreſs that to man; and fo 
to perform that to man, as not to ſhrink from 
giving teſtimony to the truth of God, and his 
church, 


P. 32. How frequently are e complaints 7/4 P 


« grounded? How frequently are they well 
ounded ? is all the anſwer that deſerves. 
Ibid. The Divinity of Chriſt, without which, 

« he ſays, our redemption is abſolutely void, and 

ce we are yet in our fins.” And do not you ſay fo 

too, Sir ? | 
438, 23; The author's ſtyle 4 him to 
be in ſome perplexity ; — Mr. Horne will PER- 

«HAPS betake himſelf to the circumſtance of 

« not reading the Athanafian creed, — The o- 

ce miſſion MAY have been occaſioned by the ob- 

« jections of other people. PROBABLY, by ma- 

ce ny, he means a conſiderable part of his own 

* congregation.” So the people teach the prieſt, 

I find, inſtead of-the prieſt teaching the people. 

—<PosSIBLY he MAY think the — 

« clauſes, tho /awful, yet not expedient. — And 

«even, SUPPOSING that he does not approve 

« of theſe damnatory clauſes, is he, or is any 

e man, therefore, and for that /: ingle reaſon, to 

te be called an Arian?” That /imgle reaſon con- 

tains a great many more in it, For no man can 

_ to the dannatory Clauſes, if he believes the 

doctri ne 


n 

defirine of the creed to be true. Now the doc- 
trine of the creed is, that there are in one eſ- 
ſence, or ſubſtance, three perſons of equal pow- 
er, majeſty, and eternity, ſubſiſting in the rela- 
tions of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; i. e. in 
other words, what the Scripture expreſly de- 
clares, that there is but one Jehovah, or ſelfrexiſt- 
ing eſſence ; yet the Father is Jehovah, the San 
Jelvvab, and the Holy Ghoſt Jehovah. Into this 

faith the whole world was baptized, according 
to the commiſſion given to the apoſtles — Mart. 
28. 19. Go ye, and teach, or make diſciples, or 
Chriſtians of all nations. How ? — Baptizing 
them eis ro ONOMA, into the NAME of the Fa- 
« ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
theſe three are one: for, Epbeſ. 4. 5. There is 
ONE Lord, oN faith, o E baptiſm. Faith in 
the Trinity in Unity therefore is the catholic faith, 
which all nations were baptized into: and whzch 
except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be ſaved. 
For St. Mark adds to his account of the com- 
miſſion — Whoſoever believeth not, ſhall be damn- 
Ibid. This young divine.” That is a fault 
which will mend every day. — 

Ibid. There is an argument advanced againſt 
me upon my own principles, which is, that be- 
cauſe I fay the centurion owned the Divinity of 
Chri/t, when he called him the ſon of God, there- 
fore every one, that calls him the ſon of God, 
owns it no,]. Which by no means follows. For 
the phraſe, ſer of God, among the Fews, from 
whom the centurion had it, implied an ym 
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with God; as appears from Jobn 5. 18. where 
they accuſed Chriſt of ſaying, God was bis Fa- 
THER, making himſelf EQUAL with God. But 
it is well known, that now, both Arians and 
Socinians will ſubſcribe to Chriſt's being he Son 
F God; and yet the one mean that he is an 
exalted creature, the other that he is a mere man 
only; neither of them believing, that the Jon of 
God is likewiſe IMMANUEL, Gop WITH us. 

As this writer has thought proper to intro- 
duce Dr. Carter, I ſhall offer two or three ſhort 
remarks upon that gentleman” s Sermon, and the 

reface to it. 

The iſt ſhall be with regard to the Arian 
pamphlet called — @ /e/ter to the mayor and cor- 
poration of Deale &c. Dr. Carter does indeed 
diſclaim being the author of it, but © takes the 
* opportunity of /incerely thanking the author, for 
* the kind opinion he appears to have of him; 
and lays, ce the argumentative parts of his letter 
« will ſpeak for themſelves.” Pref. p. 1, 2. Upon 
which I ſhall only obſerve, that theſe are very 
extraordinary terms for a Chriſtian prieft to uſe, 
when ſpeaking of an heretical and blaſphemous 
. performance. | 

But 2dly in the 14th page of the ſermon, 
there are texts brought to ſhew, that ab/olute ſu- 
premacy is aſcribed to God only; i. e. excluſive 
of Chrif. But why is no notice taken of the 
numberleſs texts that aſcribe abſolute ſupremacy 
to Chriſt ; and thereby ſhew him to be a perſon 
in that God, who is God only? E.g. One of 


the expreſſions he . as proving abſolute fu- 
Premacy 
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premacy to belong to God only, is from 1 Tim. 6. 

15. King of kings, and Lord of lords. But the 
margin of our Exgliſb bible refers us to Rev. 17. 
14. and 19. 16. where Chr:/t, the Lamb that was 
ſlain, the Word of God, has this title, King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. And therefore, the ex- 
preſſion being the ſame, if it proves abſolute ſu- 
premacy to belong to God, it proves it to belong 
to Chriſt, who therefore is the ſupreme God; or 
elſe there are two ſupremes, the one ſubordinate 
to the other. The ſame might be ſaid of the o- 
ther titles of God, which in one part or other of 
the Scriptures are all given to Chriſt. And when 
they are collected, and ſet in oppoſition to thoſe 
_ paſſages which imply a ſubordination, the reſult 
of the whole will always be, that he is equal to 
the father, as touching his Godhead, and inferior 
to the father as touching his manhood, _ 
Thirdly, in p. 16, the doctor ſhews plainly, 
he has no great affection for our articles, by 
dwelling ſo much upon the old Arian evaſion, 
of ſubſcribing to the 2/ of the book of common 
prayer, not to the 7ruth of the doctrines in it. 
Whereas our articles are articles of dof7rine; and 
the prayers are built upon thoſe doctrines, and 
recognize them; ſo that no honeſt man can /e 
the prayers, if he does not believe the doctrines, 
both being conceived in the ſame terms. 
Fourthly, in the ſame page, he ſays, that 
ſuppoſing the declaration does expreſs an we 
and conſent to the doctrines, & yet ſtill, thoſe 
« doctrines muſt have been taken by the miniſ- 
ce ter, in no other ſenſe, than what he, accord- 
e : cc in g 


. | 
ce ing to the beſt of his judgment, admits to be 
* conformable to the holy Scriptures.” But he 
plights his faith to God and his church, at the 
time of ſubſcribing, that according to the beſt of 


bis judgment, (which it is ſuppoſed he has taken 


care to inform properly) he Does admit them to 
be conformable to the Scriptures, as they ſtand ex- 
preſſed by the church, in the ſenſe that ſhe in- 
Zended them, not in a reſerved ſenſe of his own. 
As e. g. Every man that ſubſcribes to the 8th 
article, declares, that the three creeds may be 
proved by moſt certain warrants of holy Scripture. 
And theſe gentlemen all know, the church of 
England ſervices can never be reconciled with 
their heretical miſconceptions of Scripture, by 
all the reſerves and evaſions in the world. 'The 

t Dr. Clark carried matters a little too far, 
and would needs be trying the experiment ; 
which blew him up, and put his friends out of 
countenance for him. They are grown wiſer 
now; and as the liturgy will not * for them, 
they will take care it ſhall not ſpeak aga:n/? them. 
It is much out of order, they tell us; a REvieEw 
is the only medicine, and they the only perſons 
that can adminiſter it. Kind and benevolent Sirs, 
we thank you; but we know you rather too 
well ; at leaſt, it is not your faults, if we do 
not. We have not forgot ſome predeceſſors of 
yours, in the laſt century, certain quack doctors, 
who came over, with a noſtrum, ſpick and ſpan 
new, from Geneva; they perſuaded the poor 
credulous church ſhe was much troubled with 
the tooth ach, and cut her head off, to cure it. 

= | Only 


TY _ 
Only let her alone, gentlemen. There is nothing 
can hinder her doing well, but — too much of 

your attendance. | 
Laſtly, as errors, like misfortunes, ſeldom 
come ſingle, I find, in this ſermon of Dr. Car- 
ter's, a daſh of ſomething elſe, beſides Arian- 
im. For, p. 7. there is this ſtrange aſſertion, 
that virtue has INTRINSIC excellencies, which 
ce FAITH is agſtitute of, which give it, i. e. vir- 
ce fue, a vaſt preeminence. Faith has one intrin- 
fic excellency, which works ate deſtitute of; and 
that is, that it will ;,/7ify a ſinner, and carry 
him to heaven, as it did the thief upon the croſs 
this, I think, gives 1T @ vaſt preemimence over 
' works, which _ juſtify, otherwiſe than, as 
fruits, they evidence the faith that does; for — 
we are juſtified by faith only, ſays the 11th arti- 
cle, upon the authority of Scripture. And it is 
the doctrine of the 13th article, that aworks 
derive all their excellency from faith, with- 
out which they have the nature of fin. Yet, 
according to Dr. Carter, virtue has intrinfe 
excellencies, which faith cannot give it, for it 
has them not. The reader will obſerve, how 
natural it is for Faith to ſink in it's value, when 
Chriſt, who is the object of it, is degraded. The 
reaſon Dr. Carter aſſigns for the preeminence 
of virtue over faith, is a very extraordinary one. 
« It is fixed, ſays he, upon a more indiſputable 
« foundation.” ] am ſorry to hear that, becauſe 
faith is fixed upon CHRIST; and OTHER founs 
dation, I am told, can no man lay. The conſe- 
quence of this ſad fall of the doctor's into 
N G theſe 
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theſe abominable errors, as it ſhews itſelf at 

the concluſion of the ſermon, 1s very melan- 
choly. He thinks proper to conclude with 
the 15th pſalm; which, as it is there intro- 
duced, ſeems to countenance his notion of 
the preeminence of virtue, and to point it 
out as a way by which man may be juſtified, 
and heaven obtained; no mention at all being 
made of faith. But let us ſee, what a condition 
it puts us all into; and whether it will not prove 
the abſolute neceſſity of faith in Chriſt, very 
God, as well as very man, to obtain falvation. 
The pſalm begins with a queſtion — Who ſhall 
abide in thy tabernacle, who ſhall dwell in thy holy 
hill? Then follows a deſcription of a perfect 
character, 2 g all righteouſneſs. And 
then it concludes — Whoſo doth theſe things, ſhall 

never be moved. It is very true. Theſe do, ſays 
the law, and thou ſhalt live. But the next queſ- 
tion is, who is there that has done them all, and 
never offended in one point? Not one mere man, 
from Adam to Dr. Carter. And what is to be- 
come of us then? For it is written — CURsED 
is every one, that CONTINUETH nat in ALL things 
that are written in the book of the law, » 
them. Here faith alone can help us, whichaſ- 
ſures us, there is a perſon who * done all for 


us. This perſon is Chriſt. And he it is, that is 
deſcribed in this 15th pſalm; as appears to a de- 
monſtration, by comparing it with the 24th, 
where the ſame quęſtion is aſked, the ſame per- 
fect character drawn; and then it follows Liſt 
up your beads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye e- 


verlaſting 


E 

verlaſting doors, and the king of glory ſhall come 
in. HE was to aſcend into the hill of the Lord, 
to abide in his holy place, till his return from 
thence, in his glorious majeſty, to give his peo- 
ple the bling, even life for evermore.* Let us 
his miniſters, above all others, take care, that 
when he comes, we are found in HIM, not hav- 
ing our OWN righteouſneſs, which is by the LAw, 
but the righteouſneſs which is by FA1TH in Jeſus 
Chriſt; ever remembring, that the reaſon why 
his righteouſneſs is effeftual to ſave us all, is, be- 
cauſe the perſon who performed it, was Jehovab 
— Thss is his name whereby he ſhall be called, Ix- 
HOVAH, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. = | 

But to return to our author. The next ſen- 
tence that he has made the ſubject of his re- 
marks, 1s in the ſame page with the laſt, and 
runs thus — Have we not beſides lived to/hear of 

a guardian of Chriſtianity moving the lay powers. 

70 expunge a creed out of the ſervice of Ahe church, 
only becauſe it contains the faith he has ſubſcribed 
to, and fworn to defend ; 7 which ſubſcription to 
the Chriſtian faith, he holds the dignity, that em- 
powers him to move for it's overthrow? At this, 
he grows very uneaſy ; which I am ſorry to ſee, 
becauſe it looks as if ſomething hurt him. And 
tho' we have been all along ſo very intimate and 
free, he puts on a moſt diſinal face, and formal- 

« begs leave to interrogate me ſolemnly.” His 
firſt ſet of interrogatories may be reduced to this 


a For this reaſon, our church has appointed the 15th for one 
of the proper pſalms on Aſcenſion- day in the morning, as ſhe has 


the 24th in the afternoon, 
| 2 one 
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one . Pray Sir, how did you know what you 
te ſaid to be true?” To which I humbly crave 
kave, in my turn, with all due ſolemnity, to 
anſwer, that as it certainly 1s true, he ſhould in 
charity have ſuppoſed that J knew it to be fo, 
when I faid it; which, for his ſatisfaction, I 
aſſure him I did, by private letters of indubi- 


table authority. But after all, 


« Should the fact be true, (fays he, when he 
t knew it was true,) what is the nature of it? 
Why certainly it is only a propofal made to re- 
move the Atbanaſian and Nicene creeds, and al- 
ter the act of uniformity, to open the way for 
heretics and ſchiſmatics, which has been ſo 
ſtrangely choaked up, for many hundred years, 
with creeds and liturgies; and this propoſal made 
by one, who has undertaken to guard the faith, 
and be a father to the church. There is nothing 
more in it. This is what © he 7114s would be 
. an improvement,” St. Paul, I remember, once 

verily thought he ought to do many things con- 
trary to the name of Jeſus of Nazareth, and to 
endeavour, as much as he could, the extirpa- 
tion of the truth, as it is in Chriſt, and the 
church, the pillar and ground of it. And, ſays 
the gentleman, 

Has not every biſhop a right, or is he not 
“in your own phraſe empowered to move for a- 
* ny ſuch improvement?” Rzght and power are 
two things, Otherwiſe the power of ſpeech may 
give a man a 77ght to talk treaſon. 

P.35, © Have not the ſame powers that made 


#f the liturgy, liberty to alter any part of it for 
kt the 


1 

ce the better ?” The making of creeds and litur- 
gies belongs to the church. The ſecular powers 
may recognize and allow the 2% of them among 
their ſubjects, or they may refuſe to do it; for 
which, as for their other actions, they muſt ac- 
count to the only ruler of princes. The church 
is not to take up arms, and fight it out with 
them. She is to hold faſt the form of ſound words, 
and keep that good thing committed to her, as a de- 
fofitum, that will aſſuredly be called for, and de- 
manded at her hands, by him who entruſted 
her with it. And if ſhe ſifers for ſo doing, all 
that follows from it is, that ſhe is conformed to 
the image of her Redeemer, who for this cauſe 
came into the world, that he might bear witneſs to 
the truth; which he did, when before Pontius 
Pilate he witneſſed à good confeſſion, and ſealed 
it with his blood. This is the true ſtate of the 
matter; and I never yet heard of a Britiſh 
prince, or parliament, that aſſumed to them- 
ſelves a power of ſetting aſide the divinity of 
Chriſt *. 8 | Fg 
| Thid. « You fay, the prelate moved the /ay 
ce Dmwers.” I do, becauſe none of the ſpiritual 
Lords were conſenting to a motion, the nature 
of which required, that it ſhould have been laid 
before them, as the proper perſons to take care 
ne quid detriments ecclefia caperet. After which 

a On the contrary, by an Act in the gth and 1oth of William 
the :hird, it is made ipſo facto forfriture of all places and employ- 
ments, civil as well as ecclefiaffical, to deny any one of the perſons 
in the Holy Trinity to be God. The ſecond offence deprives the 


offender of all benefit of the lau, inaapacitates him for inheriting, 
and he is impriſoned three years, without bail. 


it 
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it had been time enough to apply for the con- 
ſent and approbation of parliament. But it was 
not without an infinitely wiſe reaſon, that he 
whoſe providence ordereth all things, according to 
the counſel of his oqwn will, permitted the motion 
to be made; whereby the Right Honourable the 
Iriſh houſe of Lords had an opportunity of bear- 
ing the noble teſtimony they did to THE TRUTH, 
by rejecting the abominable propoſal with the 
indignation it deſerved, and not ſo much as ſuf- 
fering the heads of ſo vile a bill to be read; for 
which they deſerve to be mentioned with ho- 
nour, among all poſterities for evermore. | 
Ibid. He aſks me, «if I think Chriſtianity 
* could not be ſupported by the Scriptures and 
ce the Apo/tolical and Nicene creeds only.” As to 
the Nicene creed, that was to have gone with 
the Athangſian. But to anſwer directly to the 
point. The apoſtles creed was ſufficient at fit. 
Wherefore then ſerve the others? They were add- 
ed, becauſe of heretics, whoſe ſubtle prevarica- 
tions * rendered theſe creeds neceſſary to guard 
the faith; which made Luther, with great pro- 
priety, call the Athanafian creed, PROPUGNACU- 
LUM fymboli apoſtolici. And I am very ſure this 
is not a time for the church to part with any of 
her fences. Rather perhaps we have reaſon. to 
pray — O be favourable and gracious to Zion; 


build 7hou the walls of Feruſalem ! 


a The reader may ſee ſome of the Arian chicanery diſplayed 
in it's true colours, in the appendix to a Vindication of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity from the exceptions of an Efjay on Spirit, by 
the Reverend and learned Dr. Randolph, Preſident of Corpus 
Chriſti College, Oxford. | r 

At 
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At p. 36. The gentleman has worked himſelf 
up into a moſt vehement paſſion, and rates me, 
as if he could beat my teeth down my throat. 
« You, SIR, ſay this, and You, Six, ſay that,” 
when I ſay no ſuch thing. If he does not com- 
poſe himſelf, I ſhall be obliged to ſwear the 
peace againſt him, for putting me in bodily 
fear. Beſides, for his own ſake, I would have 
him be a little cool, becauſe paſſion is the worſt 
thing in the world for the face. It has often 
particularly a bad effect upon the eyes, and hin- 
ders a man from ſeeing his adverſary's meaning; 
of which we have a very melancholy inſtance 
now before us. You SIR, ſays he, roundly 
« pronounce that the prelate moved to expunge 
ce the creed ONLY, for no other reaſon but, be- 
« cauſe he had ſubſcribed to it,” My words are 
becauſe 1T- CONTAINED THE FAITH he had 
ſubſcribed to, and ſworn to defend. Faith in the 
Trinity is the faith into which he was baptized, 
and which, often before, and again at his con- 
ſecration, he ſubſcribed to, and ſwore to defend. 
And becauſe the Atbanaſian creed contained the 
faith in the Trinity, for that reaſon, and that on- 
ly, I ſtill ſay, he moved the lay powers to expunge 
it. And it is no more than what he has himſelf 
ſaid, in his Eſſay on Spirit; a book ,which, as 
a learned and pious prelate of the 7:/þ church 
very juſtly obſerved, ought to have been burnt 
by the hands of the common hangman, as ſoon as 


| a 1 call: the ay on Spirit his, becauſe I am aſſured upon 
good evidence, which I am ready to produce when called upon, 
that his Lordſhip has owned Himſelf the author of it. 


of 
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it was publiſhed. But it has received it's death's 
wound, and — I war not with the dead. 
Pe. 34. For fear of accidents, the author has 
given us a confeſſion of his own, which is as fol- 
lows — © I firmly believe, that the Scripture 
ce doctrine of the Holy Trinity (ſo far as I can un- 
ce derſtand a doctrine ſo myſterious, and certain- 
ce ly attended with 27's ſhare of difficulties,) is tru- 
te ly expreſt in the articles of the church of Eng- 
cc Ind Now, tho' I have no right to call up- 
on him for a confeſſion of his faith, yet as he 
has given us one, thinking I ſuppoſe, (and in- 
deed juſtly enough) that after what he. had writ- 
ten, it was high time; I ſhall take the liberty to 
_ fay, that I could have wiſhed the gualfy:ng pa- 
rentheſis had not been thrown into the middle of 
this confeſſion, about the doctrine having 178 
ſhare of DIFFICULTIES ; becauſe it is one thing 
to underſtand fully the preciſe manner oo w 
theſe three are one; a taſk, to which reaſon is 
wholly inadequate ; but it is quite another thing, 
to give teſtimony to the truth of God, when he 
tells us, they ARE ſo; for the doing of which, 
an adequate knowledge of the manner of their 
exiſtence is by no means neceſſary. However, 
I cannot but hope the gentleman believes 
the doctrine : though it is ſomewhat odd to ſee 
him argue ſo zealouſly againſt one who does be- 
lieve it, and for thoſe who certainly do not. 
P. 38. There are three ſentences more cited 
from the ſermon, without any remarks. What 
they are cited to prove, I know not, unleſs it 


a See Dr. Randolph's Vindication, and Mr. Jones's ary 


. 

be, that the perſon citing them had not read 
Scripture enough, to underſtand them. 

P. 41. Mr. Hutchinſon treats the duties taught 
ee by nature and reaſon, as the religion of the de- 
ce. 1ſt, He ſays, that nature and reaſon were 
made to /earn duties, not to teach them. 2dly, An 
imperfect ſyſtem of morality, patched together of 
the broken fragments of Revelation, ſet up and 
_ enforced upon znfidel no principles, againſt faith 
in Chriſt, or to the excluſion of it — THIS is 
what he calls the Religion of ANTICHRIST, | 

P. 42. He complains of us, for © turning the 
ee plaingſt hiſtory into ſublime prophecy.” * As for 
inſtance now, the plain hiflory of Hagar and 
Sarah, into the ſublime prophecy of the Fewiſh 
and Gentile church ; as St. Paul has done, quite 
in the Hutchinſonian way, without any ceremo- 
ny; only prefacing his expoſition with a cenſure 
of all thoſe whe were ignorant of that method of 
interpretation. Tell me, ſays he, ye that are un- 
der the law, do ye not hear the law? For it is 
dritten, — Abraham had two ſons, &c. Which 
things are an allegory. Had the ſpiritual inter- 
pretation been a 2wh1m/ical or imaginary thing, St. 
Paul had never urged it as an argument; which 
he does, and draws his inference from it — so ther 
brethren, wk are not children of the bondwoman, 
but of the free. Stand faſt THEREFORE, &c. And 


a I had determined, as the reader may ſee by turning to p. 23. 
to paſs by the trite and ſtale objections on this ſubject, which 
have been ſo often anſwered by others. But the author's phra- 
ſeology was ſo very remarkable in this place, that I could not 
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help taking notice of it, 
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this ſhews the error of an axiom among the 
ſchoolmen — Theologia ſymbolica non eft argumen- 
tativa. For fo far is this from being the caſe, 
that no arguments ſtrike the mind fo irrefiſtibly, 
as thoſe drawn from the graphical delineations of 
the facts of Chriſtianity in the hiſtories and in- 
ſtitutions of old. They conſtitute a ſpecies of 
evidence, which (as Mr. Ze/ly well obſerves) no 
other facts but thoſe of Chriſtianity ever had. 
This indeed muſt be ſaid, that ſuch kind of 
prophecy is a fign only to thoſe that believe, who by 
reaſon of uſe have their [ſpiritual] ſenſes exerciſed, 
and tbe eyes of their underflanding enlightened, to 
fee wonderful things in God's law. For thoſe 
that are unexperienced in the things them- 
ſelves, and perhaps deny their exiftence, can 
never be qualified to diſcern the prefiguration 
of them. Others will ſee, by comparing 3 
ture with Scripture, that enough of the o 
Teſtament is applied in the new, to enable us to 
apply the reſt, if we have but humility to re- 
ceive the key of knowlege from Chriſt, and dili- 
gence to uſe it, in opening the ſecret treaſures of 
w1/dom, which are otherwiſe for ever locked up, 
and hidden from our eyes. St. Paul, indeed, in 
his epiſtle to the Hebrews, has in a manner ſþi- 
ritualized the whole bible. But his doctrine is 
growing out of faſhion. For beſides that his 
writings are full of type and figure, he was a 
preacher of paſſive obedience. And as I find in 
him, Rom. . 13. the words, Jacos have I loved, 
I am far from being clear, that he was not a 
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The author of the Word to the Hutchinſonians, 
in the courſe of his work, has ſaid many fine 
things upon the virtue of charity. Indeed, by 
the frequent introduction of it upon all occa- 
ſions, he ſeems to have been ſenſible, it was the 
ſubject he was qualified to ſhine upon. I beg 
leave to be an humble inſtrument of communi- 
cating to the world the luſtre of ſome of the 
brighteſt inſtances of his ſhining in the pracſice, 
as well as ſpeculation, of this lovely grace. It 
will occaſion many pleaſing ſenſations likewiſe 
in the mind of the reader, to obſerve how the 
gentleman keeps pace all along with the Chriſt- 
ian. And when they unite their beams, and 
pour upon him in one blaze, I with they are 
not rather more than he can bear, wn. 

P. 5. Ir they were honeſt as to the end — a hits 
_ tle learning, and a great deal of conceit — his own 
crude notions — vanity and impertinence —eſtabliſh 
nothing but their own diſgrace — P. 7. ſtep forth 
public reformers in learning, with no other qualifi- 
cation, but the contempt of it — Morality not with- 
in the new ſyſtem — P. 8. Hutchinſomian, enthu- 
fraſtic, new reformers — diftatorial, abuſive, un- 
charitable mode of preaching _— theſe new re- 
formers, void of meekneſs and void of fear — P. 
14. comfortably ſelf-ſufficient — P. 19. ſcarce at- 
tended with common ſenſe, or intelligible language— 
P. 20. the fooliſhneſs of folly — P. 24. gently, not 
fo flaming — inſolence armed with arrogance — | 
P. 31. This Hutchinſonian zealot — P. 34. a falſe 
accuſer of one of his brethren — P. 3 5. inſerted 

wickedly — likewiſe inſerted wickedly — P. 36. 
x _ 2s _ m_ 
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abſolute violation of Chriſtian Charity — you — 
 YoU— YOU SIR — hat dangerous, that unchriſ- 
tian diſpoſition of ſoul — you muſt be contented to 
deſcend, and fink into the deepeſt humiliation — 
pretended zeal — So again, p. 38. ſo defective 
in Chriſtianity, as to want even the prime virtue 
Fit — ſo defefiive in human learning, as this 
author and his brethren — So, p. 40. contemn- 
ers of found learning — corrupters of genuine reli- 
gion — P. 44. boiſterous vain pretenders &c. P. 
37. You yourſelf cannot poſſibly believe what you 
have aſſerted. And then there is an application 
to me of one of the moſt tremendous curſes e- 
ver pronounced againſt the enemies of God and 
Chriſt, by which I am ſhut out from all hope 
of mercy, and placed in the number of the re- 
probate and finally impenitent, for ever and ever 
— Be not merciful to them that offend of MAL I- 
crous wickedneſs : for the fin of their mouth and 
for the words of their lips, they ſhall be taken in 
their PRIDE, and why? their preaching is of CUR= 
SING and LIES. The gentleman ſtopped, a verſe 
too ſoon — Conſume them in thy wrath, conſume 
them, that they may periſh. And in the laſt page, 
that I may not be divided in my death from 
thoſe to whom Chriſtian friendſhip has joined 
me in my life, he has ſhut us all out together 
from the ligbt of the Lord God and the Lamb, 
and conſigned us over to the miſt of darkneſs ; 
thinking it proper, (as he ſays, after a long quo- 
tation from the dunciad) to conclude an addreſs 
relative to religion, powerfully, in the words of 
Holy Scripture. And very powerful indeed they 
| | are 
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are — THESE are ſpots in your feaſts of CHARITY, 
feeding themſelves without fear: WELLS are they 
without water : CLOUDS that are carried about of 
. winds : TREES whoſe fruit withereth : raging 
WAVES of the ſea, foaming out their own ſhame : 
wandring STARS, ro whom is reſerved the miſt of 
darkneſs. Here the author, I perceive, being 
cautious, left out the words for ever. But his 
caution comes too late; for as it ſtands there, it 
can mean nothing leſs than damnation, whether 
the words for ever are added, or not. But to go 
on - hben they ſpeak great ſwelling words of vA- 
NITY, they allure thoſe who were clean eſcaped 
from them who lived in error. And while th 
promiſe them LIBERTY, they themſekves are t 
ſervants of CORRUPTION. The reader will give 
me leave to ſubjoin his motto — Above all theſe 
things put on CHARITY, the very bond of per feci- 
neſs. 
Theſe, Sir, are hard ſpeeches againſt men, of 
whom their enemies themſelves, being judges, 
muſt own, that they are ſound in the ait, 
ſteady to the church, and regular in their duties. 
I fay not this to boaſt ; for /mners have nothing 
to boaſt of. But I am conſtrained to ſay it, in our 
defence. Perſonal failings and infirmities we have 
many, from all which we hope to be ſaved, even as 
others, thro the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
But upon as impartial a ſurvey as I can take of all 
that has been ſaid or wrote againſt us, (for I pre- 
tend not to be without prejudices) I muſt declare, 
that neither againſt the lau, neither againſt the temple, 


neither againſt Ceſar, is it proved that we have 
offended 


EE E 
offended any thing at all. Conſider therefore, Sir, 
in the ſober hour of thought and reflexion, (for 
much does it deſerve your conſideration ) confi- 
der over again, what you have faid of us; and 
particularly the application you have made to us 
of thoſe moſt awful and tremendous judgments of 
the Almighty againſt the impenitent enemies of 
his Chriſt. Think _ you would be, it he 
ſhould deal with you, as you have dealt with us. 
Conſider, that the praiſe or reproach of the 
world cannot laſt long. The world itſelf grows 
old, and nature, ſunk in years, gives evident 
ſigns of her approaching diſſolution. But how- 
ever near the end of the world may be, our end 
cannot be far off. Then it will be found, (hap- 
py for us, if we conſider it in time) that of ma- 
king many books there is no end, and that much 
ſtudy of worldly wiſdom 7s wearineſs of the fleſh, 
without profit of the Spirit. We ſhall then per- 
ceive, that the bible only will ſurvive the fire 
that conſumes the world, and be opened in hea- 
ven, when the light ſhall ſhine thro' every 
of it, diſplaying Chriſt it's bleſſed ſubject to the 
raviſhed eyes of all thoſe, who by night, in this 
dark world, have ſought him in it, under 
the veil of it's ſacred and adorable myſteries. 
Experience will then convince us, that Scripture 
knowlege only laſts beyond the grave, and opens 
a paſſage thro' the waters of death, into the pro- 
miſed land, conducting us to the gates of the Je- 
ruſalem above, where is the throne of eternal 
Judgment. Before that throne, Sir, you, and I, 
2 all of us wut ſhortly ſtand; and there * 
Q 
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the ſecrets of all our hearts be revealed, and laid 
open, before heaven and earth aſſembled. And 
then will it be known, what were our motives 
in preaching, and your's in writing. As to all 
you have ſaid againft us, may God forgive you, 
as I am ſure we do, for endeavouring greatly to 
injure the characters and reputations of men, 
who know not that ever they has offended you, 
or any one elſe. And if, in the foregoing pages, 
there is any miſrepreſentation, or aggravation, it 
has ſlipt me unwittingly, and I am ſorry for it. 


And now, my younger brethren of the uni- 
verſity, you ſee what there is to be ſaid again/# 
us; and your candour will not paſs ſentence of 
condemnation, without reading what is ſaid for us. 
If you find reaſon to do it then, we ſubmit. The 
author of the pamphlet we have been conſider- 
ing talks of our proſelyting and ſeducing you. We 
want not to proſelyte you to any ect or party; for 
we never deſign to conſtitute a ſe&# or party; 
but, as members of the church, ſubjects to the 
king, and ſons of the univerſity, we deſire to ſpend 
our lives in their ſervice ; continuing ſedfaſt and 
unmoveable, in the ſtations allotted us. And we 
hope, there is no harm in wiſhing that you may 
do the ſame, living in due ſubordination and 
humble obedience to your 7utors and governors 
in this place; for the proſperity of which all 
muſt pray, that ever pray for the peace of Feru- 
lem. They cannot ſtand ſeparate, and can on- 
ly fall together. May you fo employ the calm 
days of peace and quietneſs you enjoy in this 
wo happy 
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happy retirement, that you may be able, when 
you launch forth into the world, to weather all 
the ſtorms of infidelity, hereſy, ſchiſm, and ſenſu- 
ality, thoſe four winds, that ſtrive for the maſ- 
tery, upon that troubled ſea. That ſo, wherever 
you are ſent to preach the Goſpel, and wage 
war with the enemies of man's ſalvation, your 
piety may adorn the church, and your learning 


do honour to the univerſity. If there is any 


man, into whom we have inculcated principles 
contrary to theſe, let him ſtand forth, and de- 
clare it. But if to inculcate theſe be to ſeduce you 
— then, we do verily own ourſelves to be moſt 


exceedingly guilty. 


POST. 
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Thought I had done here; but find myſelf 

obliged to take ſome notice of the Reverend 
Mr. Heathcote, who (as it ſhould ſeem, by an 
advertiſement of his, in capitals,) has entirely 
overthrown Mr. Hutchinſon. Upon looking into 
his book, I find he has indeed made quo- 
tations from him. Several of them contain great 
and important truths, againſt which Mr. Heath- 
cote has ſaid nothing. Some are mangled and 
miſrepreſented, as the reader may ſee, if he 
thinks it worth his while to turn to, and com- 
pare them. And a few more paſſages are quo- 
ted for the ſeverity of the expreſſions in them. 
But in order to judge of heir propriety or im- 
propriety, it is neceſſary to know who are the 
perſons ſpoken of, what is the nature and qua- 
lity of the crimes charged upon them, and 
what the ſtrength of the evidence that ſupports 
the charge. If, when theſe circumſtances are 
duly weighed, they appear to be unjuſtifiable, 
we defend them not. This is a ſufficient anſwer 
to all that is advanced by Mr. Heathcote. — Tho' 
upon ſecond thoughts, it may not be amiſs, juſt 
to give the reader a ſpecimen of the manner in 
which he uſes thoſe, who are ſo unhappy, as to 
fall under his diſpleaſure. © We are told, ſays 
« he, p. 85. that Mr. Hutchinſon never offended 
« with his tongue, never ſpoke with more 


« warmth than was ſtrictly juſtifiable.” And he 
N 1 refers 
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refers to the page in the editors * preface, 


where bs is told ſo. But in that page it ſtands 
thus — That he never offended with his 
ce tongue, never ſpoke with more warmth than 
« was ſtrictly juſtifiable, we S AY NOT.“ 
This method of quoting, together with the 
phraſe, cabaliſtic theologue, and other flowers of 
_ rhetoric ſcattered up and down, and above all, 


the paradoxes in his /yſem, demonſtrate the truth 


of an aſſertion in his title page, that he is As- 


SISTANT PREACHER at Lincoln s-Inn. 


* The reader will be pleaſed to obſerve, there is but one 
edition of that preface. ve | | 
1. 
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The following Books to be had of the Book- 


ſellers nam d in the Title-Page. 


I. A Fair State of che Cas between Sir Ine Newton and 
Mr. Hutchinſon. Price 1s. 6d. 


IT. Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt the ſupporters of the Spiritual 
Life. And Repentance the forerunner of Faith. Two Sermons 
preach'd before the Univerſity of Oxford, by George Horne, 
M.A. Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford. Price 15. 


III. A full Anſwer to the Eſſay on Spirit, by the Rev. Mr. 
Jones, late of Univerſity College. 


IV. Spicilegium Shuckfordianum: or a Noſegay for the Cri- 
tics, Price 64. 


V. Dr. Asſheton's five Scarce Tracts belonging to the Popiſh 
Controverſy, 4to. Price 15. 6d. 


VI. A Series of Subjects, the moſt intereſting to the Nation 
in general, and Oxford in particular; containing Well-wiſhers 
to the Univerſity of Oxford; (aſcribed to the late Dr. Richard 
Newton) and the Anſwers. Price 15. 


VII. Henry and Roſamond a Tragedy. Dedicated to Sir 
John Philipps, Bart. By William Hawkins, M. A. and Profeſ- 
ſor of Poetry in the Univerſity of Oxford. 
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